Constantine’s Letter concerning the date of Easter

Greek text: Friedhelm Winkelmann, Eusebius Werke, Band 1.1: Uber das Leben des Kaisers Konstantin [Die griechischen christlichen

Schriftsteller. Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 2008]: 89-93.

English translation adapted from NPNF2vol. 2, p. 14-16 by AJW9 (translation was originally from Socrates’ quotation of Eusebius)

One of the main determinations of the Council of Nicaea was to set a uniform date for the celebration of Easter. It eventually settled on
the dating practiced by Rome and Alexandria. Constantine in this letter declares the decision of the council to the churches throughout the world
and urges them all to observe the uniform date of celebration. This letter can also be accessed in Table 6 of our Ancient Descriptions of the

Council of Nicaea documents.

Greek

English

Kovotavtivog Zefaotoc Taig EkkAnciong.

Constantine Augustus, to the churches.

1. ITeipav AaPav £k T TV Kovdv eumpaiag, 6on g Oeiog
Svvépenc mépuke yapig, TodTOV Ye TPO MAVTMV EKpvol tvoi pot
TPOGNKELY GKOTOV, OTMG TP TOIG LAKAPIWTATO THG KABOMKTC
gxkAnociog mn0eot ToTig pio kol EIAKPIVIG Ay OLOYVAU®V TE
nepl TOV maykpotii Oedv g0oEPeta TnpriTat.

1. The great grace of God’s power has constantly been increasing, as is
evident in the general prosperity of the empire. | therefore decided to
make it my aim above all else that one faith, sincere love, and
unvarying devotion to Almighty God be maintained among the most
blessed assemblies of the catholic church.

2. AM\ éme1dn) todto ody 016V T R drhviy koi BePaiay taEy Aofeiv,
el un eig TadToV TAVTOV OUOD T TOV YOOV TAELOVAV EMICKOTMV
oLveMIOVTOV, EKAGTOV TAV TPOGNKOVIMV T1| aylwTaty Opnokeiq
O1aKP1o1G YEVOLTO, TOVTOL EvEKEV TTAEIoT®MV dGMV cLVEOpPOoIGHEVTOV
(kai anTog 82 Kabdmep €1 £€ VUMY ETHYYVOV GOUTOPOV: O YO
dpvnoaiunv av, £¢° @ paAota yoipw, cuvlEpam®Y DUETEPOG
TEQLKEVAL), 8Pt TOGOVTOL dmavTa THG TPOSTKOVGN S TETOYNKEY
gEetdoenc, dypic ob 17 Td TAVTOV EPOpm De® ApécKovaa YvduUN TPOC
NV TG EVOTNTOC GLHEMVIAY gl EMG TPoNYON, MG UNdEV ETL TPOG
dyovolav 1 wiotewmc aueiopritno vmoieinecail.

2. But | perceived that this could only be established firmly and
permanently when all of the bishops, or at least the greatest part, were
convened in the same place for a council where they could discuss
every point of our most holy religion. So we assembled as many as
possible, and | myself was also present as one of you; for | will not
deny what | especially rejoice in, that | am your fellow-servant. All
points were then minutely investigated, until a decision was brought to
light which was found acceptable to him who is the inspector of all
things, and brought a unified agreement, leaving nothing which could
cause dissension or controversy in matters of faith.

3. "EvBa kai mepi Tiig ToD mhoyo ayloTdTng UEPOG YEVOUEVNC
Intoemg €60Ee KO YVOUT KOADG Exetv Eml Lidg UEPOG TAVTOG
TOVG amavtoyol EmTeAElV. Ti yap NUIv KAAAOV, Ti 8¢ cepvdtepov

3. At the council we also considered the issue of our holiest day,
Easter, and it was determined by common consent that everyone,
everywhere should celebrate it on one and the same day. For what can
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mapEot Suvicetar Tod THY £optiy TodTNY, AP’ TG THV THG dOavasiog
eiMpapev Eamtida, pid taéet Kol poavep®d AOY® Topd TAGY Ad0TTOTOS
PVAdTTEGOAL; KOl TP@TOV PV dvaElov E5oéev etvor THY dytoTdTnV
gxetvny €optnv 11] T®V Tovdaimv Emouévovg cuvndeiq TANpovv, ol Tog
EaVTOV YETpag AOEUIT® TANUUEANLOTL ¥PAVOVTEC EIKOTMG TAG YUY OG Ol
papoi TvAdTTOVvsLY. £EE0TL YOP TOD €Keivmv EBvouc dmoPfAndivtoc
aAnBeotépa TaEEL, Tiv €k TPMOTNG ToD TABoVg NUEPAG GyptL TOD
TapovTog EPLAGEApEY, Kol &ml TOVG HEALOVTOG aidVaG TV THG
EMUTNPNOE®G TAOTNG GVUTANPOCLY EkTeiveshat.

be more appropriate, or what more solemn, than that this feast from
which we have received the hope of immortality, should be kept by all
without variation, using the same order and a clear arrangement? And
in the first place, it seemed very unworthy for us to keep this most
sacred feast following the custom of the Jews, a people who have
soiled their hands in a most terrible outrage, and have thus polluted
their souls, and are now deservedly blind. Since we have cast aside
their way of calculating the date of the festival, we can ensure that
future generations can celebrate this observance at the more accurate
time which we have kept from the first day of the passion until the
present time.

4. Mnogv toivov Eotm DUV KooV petd tod €xBiotov 1@V Tovdainy
Oyhov. eineapev yap mapd 10D oOTHPOG ETEPAY 03OV, TPOKELTAL
dpopog T iepwtatn MUV Bpnokeiq Kol VOULLOG Kol TPET®V. TOVTOV
CLULOPOV®G AvTAapuPavopevol Thg aioypdg Ekeivng E0VToNG
GULVEINCEWMG ATOCTACOUEY, AOEAPOT TIUIDTUTOL.

4. Therefore have nothing in common with that most hostile people,
the Jews. We have received another way from the Savior. In our holy
religion we have set before us a course which is both valid and
accurate. Let us unanimously pursue this. Let us, most honored
brothers, withdraw ourselves from that detestable association.

5. ot yap d¢ AANOGC dTtondTOTOV EKEIVOLG QYETY, (O POl TOPEKTOC
TG aT®V ddackariag Tadta QLUAGTTEY OVK ginuev ikavol. Ti 68
@povelv OpBOV €keivol SuvrcovTaL, Ol LETA TV KVPLOKTOVIOY T€ Kol
TOTPOKTOVIOY EKEIVIV £KOTAVTEG TOV PPEVAV dyoVTUL OV AOYIGUG TV
GAL” Oput] AKOTACYET®, 67N &° AV adTOVG 1 ELPVTOG ADTAV ATTiy™
pavia; EkelBev Totvuv Kav ToOT® T@ UEPEL TV AANOgIY 00y OpdGLY,
MG Ael KaTO TO TAEIGTOV aDTOVE TAAVOUEVOLG AVTL THG TPOGTKOVGNG
EmovopOmoemg &v T® oOT@ ETEL HELTEPOV TO TACGY O EMITEAETV.

5. It is truly most absurd for them to boast that we are incapable of
rightly observing these things without their instruction. On what
subject are they competent to form a correct judgment, who, after that
murder of their Lord and patricide lost their senses, and are led not by
any rational motive, but by an uncontrollable impulsiveness to
wherever their innate fury may drive them? This is why even in this
matter they do not perceive the truth, so that they constantly err in the
utmost degree, and will celebrate the Feast of Passover a second time
in the same year instead of making a suitable correction.

6. Tivog oDV yéptv TovTo1G EMOpEDa, 0B Setvi|v TAdvNY vooelv
OPOAOYNVTAL; SELTEPOV YOP TO TAGYO €V EVI EVIANTH OVK (v TOTE
motelv ave&opeba. AN’ €i Kol Tadta P TPOUKETO, TV DUETEPAY
ayyivolay &ypfv Kol d10 oovdiig kal 61" ebyig Exev mavToTE &V
UNdeVOC OLOOTNTL TO KaBapOV THG NUETEPAS YOYTS KOWVMVETY SOKETY
avOpOTOV £0501 TOYKAK®V.

6. Why then should we follow the example of those who are
acknowledged to be infected with serious error? Surely we should
never allow Easter to be kept twice in one and the same year! But even
if these considerations were not laid before you, you should still be
careful, both by diligence and prayer, that your pure souls should have
nothing in common, or even seem to do so, with the customs of men
so utterly depraved.




7. I1pdg T00TO1G KAKEIVO TAPESTIV GLVOPEY, MG £V TNAKOVT® TPAYLATL
Kol Towwtn Opnokeiog £0pti dapaviay VTAPYEWY 0TV ABsD@TATOV.

7. This should also be considered: In a matter so important and of such
religious significance, the slightest disagreement is most irreverent.

8. piav yap nuiv v tig fuetépag Ehevbepiag NuUépay, TOVTEGTIY TNV
100 dytwtdrov mébovg, 6 Huétepoc mopédmwke cmOTAP, Koi piov ivon
v KaboAknyv adtod xkAnciav Pefovintar, NG i koi To pdAoTa gig
TOAAOVG KOl S1POPOVS TOTOVG T HEPT dipNTaL, GAL dU®S EVi
TveOLOTL, TOLTESTL T) Oeim Povinuatt, OdATeTat.

8. For our Savior left us only one day to be observed in remembrance
of our deliverance, that is the day of his most holy passion. He also
wished his catholic church to be one; the members of which are still
cared for by one Spirit, that is by the will of God, however much they
may be scattered in various places.

9. Aoyledobm &’ 1 tiig buetépag 6G10TNTOC AyYivoln, dTTmg £6TL dEVOV
TE KO OTTPETEC KATA TAG AVTOC NUEPAS ETEPOVG UEV TOAC VOTEINLG
oxoAdLew, £TEPOVG 08 CLUUTOGLN EMTEAETV, Kol PETA TAG TOD TAoK O
NUEPaG GALOVG HEV <€v> £0ptdig kal avéoeotv Eetalectat, dAlovg d¢
Tig Opropévalg €kdedds0at vioteiong. 610 TobTO YOOV TG
TPOCTKOVOTG EMAVOPODOGEMS TUYETV Kol TPOG piay S10THROoY
GyesOot Todto 1 Beia TpOVOLa fovreTaL, OC EYOYE AmOVTOC YOO
GLVOPQV.

9. Let the good sense consistent with your sacred character consider
how grievous and inappropriate it is, that on the same days some
should be observing fasts, while others are celebrating feasts; and after
the days of Easter some should celebrate festivities and enjoyments,
while others submit to appointed fastings. For this reason Divine
Providence directed that we put into effect an appropriate correction
and establish uniformity of practice, as | suppose you are all aware.

10. 86gv éne1dn tovto oVTee EmavopHodcbol TPooTiKeY, MG PUNOEV HETA
100 TAV TOTPOKTOVOV TE KOl KUPLOKTOVOY ékeivav EvBoug elvat
KOwov, £€0T1 1€ TAEIG EVTTPETNG, Tiv dmacal ai TOV SLTIKGV T Kol
HeECMUPPIVAV Kol GPKTO®V TG OIKOVUEVIG LEPADV TOPAPVAGTTOVCY
gkkAnoion kol Tveg TV katd TV E@av TOTOV, 00 Evekev &mi TOD
TapOVTOG KAADC ExElv GmavTeg 1ynoavto, Kol adtog 08 Ti] DUETEPQY
ayywolig apécey vecyOUNY, v’ Omep & av katd TV TOV Popoiov
nolv Trodiav te Kol Appikny, dracav Alyvrtov, Znaviag, FadAiog,
Bpettaviag, Aipvog, dAnv ‘EALGSa, Actaviyv T€ dloiknoty Kol
Hovtwkny kol Kiukiov i kol copeove QUAATTETOL YVOUT], ACUEVOS
ToDTO Kol 1] VUETEPA TPOGOEENTAL GUVEDLG, AoYiLopévn MG 0O POVOV
TAel@V £0TIV 0 TOV KATO TOVG TPOEIPNUEVOVG TOTOVS EKKANGIOV
apOpdc, aAld kol mg TobTo udAoTo KO Thvtag OG1MTATOV £6TL
BovrecOat, dmep kol 0 dxpiPng Aoyog dmartelv SoKel Kol ovde-

piav peta tiic Tovdainv Emopkiag Eyev Kovmviav.

10. So first, it was desirable to change the situation so that we have
nothing in common with that nation of father-killers who slew their
Lord. Second, the order which is observed by all the churches of the
western, southern, and northern parts, and by some also in the eastern
is quite suitable. Therefore, at the current time, we all thought it was
proper that you, intelligent as you are, would also cheerfully accept
what is observed with such general unanimity of sentiment in the city
of Rome, throughout Italy, Africa, all Egypt, Spain, France, Britain,
Libya, the whole of Greece, and the dioceses of Asia, Pontus, and
Cilicia. | pledged myself that this solution would satisfy you after you
carefully examined it, especially as | considered that not only are the
majority of congregations located in the places just mentioned, but
also that we all have a most sacred obligation, to unite in desiring
whatever common sense seems to demand, and what has no
association with the perjury of the Jews.

11. “Iva 0€ 10 KEPaAU®MIESTATOV GLVTOUMG M, KOWT| TAVI®OV TjpecE
KpiGEL TNV Aylt@TdTnV ToD TaoY0 £0PTNV Md Kod TH adTh NUEPY

11. But to sum up matters briefly, it was determined by common
consent that the most holy festival of Easter should be solemnized on




cuvtedeicOat. 00SE Yap mpémet &v TolawTn AytdTHTL EIved TIval
dtapopav, kol kdAlov EnecBar 1] yvoun tovn, v 1 ovdepio Eotan
aArotpiag mhavng Kol apaptiuotog Exyéio.

one and the same day; for it is not at all decent that there should be in
such a sacred serious matter any difference. It is quite commendable to
adopt this option which has nothing to do with any strange errors, nor
deviates from what is right.

12. Tovtov odv obtag &xdvimy, douévag déxesde TV ovpaviay xaptv
kod Belav ¢ dANnOdG Evrolv: i yap 6 1 8 v v Toig ayilolg TV
EMOKOTOV GLVEIPIOIC TPATTNTAL, TOVTO TTPOG TV Beiav PovAncv Exel
TNV Avaopdav. 510 Thot TOlG dyomnToig UMV AdEAPOTS EpavicovTeg
TO, TPOYEYPOAUUEVE, 10T KOl TOV TTPOEPNUEVOV AOYOV KOl TV
TOPATNPNOV TG AYIOTATNG UEPNS VTOdEXEGOI T€ KOl dlaTdTTEWY
oeirete, tva €meldav TpoOg TNV moAot pot tobovuévny Tiig VUETEPAG
Srbécemg dyv apikopat, &v pud Kol tf) odTh uEpe v ayiov ped’
VUV £0pTNV Emtelécaon dSuvNOG Kol vty Evekev ped’ LUV
€000KNo®, GLVOP®V TNV SLoPOAKTV BUOTNTA VIO THG Oelog duvdpemg
o T®V NUETEPOV TPaEE®V Avnpnuévny, dxpalobons Taviayod Tig
NUETEPOG TioTEWMC KOl €lpNvng Kol Opovoiog. 6 Bgdg LUAG S1apLAGEOTL,
G.0eApOl dyomnToi.

12. Since these things are consistent, gladly receive this heavenly and
truly divine command. For whatever is done in the sacred assemblies
of the bishops can be traced to divine will. Therefore, once you have
demonstrated the things which have been prescribed to all our beloved
brothers, it would be good for you to make public the above written
statements and to accept the reasoning which has proved itself to be
sound, and to establish this observance of the most holy day. In this
way, when | arrive to check on your condition, which I have desired
earnestly for some time, | will be able to celebrate the sacred festival
with you on one and the same day, and will rejoice with you for all
things, as | see that through our efforts divine power is frustrating
Satan’s cruelty, and that your faith, peace, and unity are flourishing
everywhere. May God preserve you, beloved brothers.

Created by AGC on 11-08-2023




