Constantine’s Letter to the Church in Alexandria

Greek Text: Hans-Georg Opitz, Athanasius Werke 11, (Berlin: Walter De Gruyter & Co., 1935), p. 37.
English Translation: Adapted from NPNF2 vol. 2, pp.13-14 (translation of Socrates) by AJW and AGC.

Following the Council of Nicaea, the emperor sent a letter to the congregation in Alexandria proclaiming what had been decreed at the
council. He declares that Arius and his heresy had been rejected and urges the Alexandrians to renounce any adherence or favor towards Arianism
and to accept wholeheartedly the Nicene Council’s decrees. Constantine adds that he will soon visit Alexandria personally and rejoice with them
on account of the victory over heresy. This letter can also be accessed in Table 6 of our Ancient Descriptions of the Council of Nicaea documents.

Greek

English

Kovotavtivog Zefoaotoc T kabohki] Ale&ovdpémv EKkAnciq.

Constantine Augustus, to the catholic church of the Alexandrians.

1. Xaipete, dyamntol adehpot. tedeiav mapd tiig Oeiag mpovoiag
eIMQapeY xapv, iva Tdong TAGvNg AToAAAYEVTES oV Kol TNV oOTTV
EMYIVOOKOUEV THGTLV.

1. Greetings, my beloved brothers! We have received a complete
blessing from Divine Providence, namely, we have been relieved from
all error and been united in a common confession of one and the same
faith.

2. O0d&v homov 1@ dtoform EEeott kad’ HudV: Thv O, TLo° Gv
KOKOTEXVNOAUEVOC EMEXEIpNOEY, £k Pabpwv dviipnTal: Tag dtyovoiog,
Ta oyiopata, Tovug BopvPovg Ekeivoug Kol Ta TOV dopmvidy, v’ obTmg
ginw, Bavdaoipa eapupaka kato Beod kédevoty N Thig dAnOeiog éviknoe
AopmpoTNC. Eva Toryapolv dmavte Bgov kol 1@ dvopatt
TPOGKUVODLEV KOl EIVOL TEMGTEDKOLEY.

2. The devil will no longer have any power against us, since all the
schemes he in his hatred had devised for our destruction, have been
entirely overthrown from their foundations. At the command of God,
the splendor of truth has dissolved all the poisons so deadly to unity:
dissensions, schisms, commotions, and the like. We all now worship
the One by name, and continue to believe that he is the One God.

3. "Iva. 8¢ TodTO YévmTal, vmopvioel Beod cuvekdiesa gig TV Nikaémv
oMV ToVg TAEIGTOVC TAV EmoKOTmV, 1ed’ OV Kuddmep MG £ig & VUMY
gy® ovvOepammv Dpétepoc kad VepPoAv sivorn yaipov Kol AT
Vv Tiig dAnOeiag £&étacty dvede&auny.

3. In order to accomplish all of this, at God’s summoning I assembled
a large number of bishops at the city of Nicaea, and | joined them in
investigating the truth, though I am only one of you, who rejoices
exceedingly in being your fellow-servant.

4. "HAéyybn yodv dravrta kol axpipdc EEntaoctal, doa o1 dueiBolioy
1 dyyovoiog TpoOPaAcLY £60KEL YeVVaY, Kol pelcdobm 1 Oeia
UEYOAELOTNG, NALKO, KOl MG dEWVA TEPL TOD NUETEPOL GMTHPOG, TTEPL THC

4. All points which seemed ambiguous or could possibly lead to
dissension have been discussed and accurately examined. May the
Divine Majesty forgive the unfortunately huge number of the
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€Amidog kai {ofig UAV, Anpen®dg EPAacENOVY TIVEG, TAVOVTIL TATg
BeomvedoTolg ypoaic kKol T ayiq miotel POeyyoevol T€ Kol TOTEVEY
OLOAOYODVTEG.

blasphemies which some were shamelessly uttering against the mighty
Savior, our life and hope, as they declared and confessed things
contrary to the divinely inspired Scriptures.

5. Tpuokooiev yodv kol TAEWOVOVY EXICKOTOV £TL COEPOGVHVT TE Kol
ayywoig Oavpalopévev, piav Kol Ty adTnv Ticty, §j Kol Toig
dAnOsiong dcpiPiig Tod Beiov vopov Téguke mioTig, eivar PeParovvimy,
uovog Apelog Epmpadn tig dtafolikiig Evepyeiag HTTNUEVOS Kol TO
KOKOV TODTO TP®OTOV PEV TTop” VUV, Emerta 08 Kol Tap’ £Tépoig doefel
yvoun ducreipag.

5. More than three hundred bishops, remarkable for their moderation
and intellectual keenness, were unanimous in their confirmation of one
and the same faith, a faith which has arisen in agreement with the
truths of the Law of God. Arius alone had been misled by the devil,
and was found to be the only one set on promoting this unholy
mischief, first among you, and afterwards among others as well.

6. AvaodeEopeda Toryapodv fjv 6 mavIoKpATOP TOPLECKE YVOUNV:
gnavéOopey & Tovg dyamnTodg MUY adedpodc, MV Hudc Tod
OLofOAOL AVaLdNG TIC DINPETNG EYDPLOEY, €M TO KOOV GO KOl TA
yviola MUdV péAN omovdi] taon iopev.

6. Let us therefore embrace that teaching which the Almighty has
presented to us. Let us return to our beloved brothers from whom we
have been separated by an irreverent servant of the devil. Let us
eagerly come together as one common body with those who are our
fellow members.

7. Todto yop kai T dyyvoig Koi 1] Tiotel Ko T1] 0610TNTL T1} DUETEPQ
npémel, va thg mAavng éleyybeiong ékelvov, Ov Tiig ainbeiag éxOpov
€1VOL GUVEGTNKE, TPOG TNV Oiav EmavELOnTE Yapv.

7. This is fitting for such discernment, faith and holiness as yours, that
you return to divine favor, since it has been proved that this error
comes from a man who is an enemy of the truth.

8. "0 yap toig Tprakociolg OpHoD fpeoev EMOKOTOLS, 0VOEV EGTIV
gtepov 1 10D 00D yvoun, pdiiotd émov ye 10 dylov Tvedua To100TOV
Kol TNAKOOTOV Avop®dV Taig dlavoiong Eykeipevov Ty Ogiav fovincty
£€epaTioe.

8. This ruling, made by the collective judgment of three hundred
bishops, cannot be other than the doctrine of God, especially where the
Holy Spirit has illuminated the divine will by placing it upon the
minds of so many dignified persons.

9. A0 pundeig apeipaririéto, pndeig veptiBécdm, GAAL TPOOBVL®S
TavTeg €1g TNV AANBesTATV 030V Endvite, Tv' EMEddy 60OV 0VIETM
TPOG VUGG APIKmpL, TOG OPEILOUEVOS TA TOVTEQPOP® Oed 1ed’ DUV
oporoynom yapirag, Ot v eilikpvi] miotv Emdeifag v gvkTaioy
NUIV Gyanny dmodédmkey. kol GAAN yepi. 0 Be0g VUGG SlapLAGEEL,
aoeApoi dyamnoi.

9. Therefore let no one sit on the fence or delay, but let everyone
quickly return to the unquestionable path of duty, so that when | arrive
among you (which will be as soon as possible), | may together with
you return due thanks to God, who closely watches all things, for
having revealed the pure faith, and for restoring to you that love for
which you have prayed. (Written by another hand.) May God protect
you, beloved brothers.
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