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One of the main determinations of the Council of Nicaea was to set a uniform date for the celebration of Easter. It eventually settled on
the dating practiced by Rome and Alexandria. Constantine in this letter declares the decision of the council to the churches throughout the world
and urges them all to observe the uniform date of celebration. This letter can also be accessed in Table 6 of our Ancient Descriptions of the

Council of Nicaea documents.

Greek

English

Kovotavtivog Zefaotoc Taig EkkAnciog.

Constantine Augustus, to the churches.

1. ITeipav AaPav €k ThHG TV Kowvdv gumpaiog, 6on Thg Oeiog
Svvépeng Tépuke yapig, TODTOV Ye TPO MAVT®V EKpve, £1vod pot
TPOCNKELY GKOTOV, OTME APV, TOIG LOKAPIWTATOLS THG KOOOAKTIG
gxkAnoiog minbeot mioTig pia Kol giMkpvig dydmm Opoyvaumy te
nepl 1OV maykpatt] 0eov evcéPeto tnptital.

1. The great grace of God’s power has constantly been increasing, as is
evident in the general prosperity of the empire. | therefore decided to
make it my aim above all else that one faith, sincere love, and
unvarying devotion to Almighty God be maintained among the most
blessed assemblies of the catholic church.

2. AAL’ éne1dny todto ovy 016V T v duihvii kai PePoiav téév Aapeiv,
el un &ig TadTov TAVTOV OUoD 1| TOV YOOV TAEIOVOV EMCKOTWOV
ouveMIOVTOV, EKAGTOV TAV TPOGNKOVIMV T1| aylTaty Opnokeiq
O1aKp1olg Yévotto, TouTov Evekev TAsioTmv dcmV cuvabpolcBiviwmy
(kai odTOg 88 Kabdmep eig € VUMDV ETOYYVOV GLUTAPDOY: O YOp
apvnoaiuny av, €9 @ péota yaipw, cuvOEPImmV DUETEPOG
TEPLKEVAL), AypL TOGOVTOL GTaVTA TH|G TPOGTKOVGNC TETUYNKEV
gEetdoenc, dypic ob 1 Td TAVTOV EpOpm Bed Apéckovsa Yvdun TPOC
TV T EVOTNTOC cLUEMViaY gig EMG TPoNyON, MG UNdEV ETL TPOG
dyovolay 1 wiotewg aupioprtnow vroieinectal.

2. But | perceived that this could only be established firmly and
permanently when all of the bishops, or at least the greatest part, were
convened in the same place for a council where they could discuss
every point of our most holy religion. So we assembled as many as
possible, and I myself was also present as one of you; for I will not
deny what | especially rejoice in, that I am your fellow-servant. All
points were then minutely investigated, until a decision was brought to
light which was found acceptable to him who is the inspector of all
things, and brought a unified agreement, leaving nothing which could
cause dissension or controversy in matters of faith.
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3. "EvBa kol mepi Tig ToD TAoKO AYIOTATNG UEPOS YEVOUEVTG
{nmoemg €60&e KO YVOUT KOADC Exetv Eml Lidg MUEPOG TAVTOG
TOVG amovToyoD Emttedelv. Ti yap MUV KAAALOV, Ti 8¢ cepvdtepov
rapEar Suvioetot Tod Ty EopThv TAvTY, Tap’ Ng THV THS ddovaciog
eiMpapey Eamtioa, uid taéet Kol poavep®d AOy® Topd TACY Ad0TTOTMS
PVAGTTEGOAL; KOl TP@TOV PV AvaElov E5ofev stvor TV ytowTtdTnV
gxetvny €optnyv 11] T®V Tovdaimv Emouévoug cuvnBeiq TAnpovv, ol Tog
EaTOV YETpag AOeUIT® TANUUEALOTL ¥PAVOVTES EIKOTMG TAG YL OG Ol
piopol TVPADTTOVSLY. EEECTL YO TOD €Keivev EBvoug dmoPfAndévtog
0AnBectépa Ta&EL, Tiv €k TPMOTNC ToD TAHOVG NUEPOG Gy pL TOD
napovTog EPuAGEapEY, Kol &l TOVG pEALOVTOG aidvag TNV Tig
EMUTNPNOE®S TADTNG GVUTANPpOCY EkTeiveshalt.

3. At the council we also considered the issue of our holiest day,
Easter, and it was determined by common consent that everyone,
everywhere should celebrate it on one and the same day. For what can
be more appropriate, or what more solemn, than that this feast from
which we have received the hope of immortality, should be kept by all
without variation, using the same order and a clear arrangement? And
in the first place, it seemed very unworthy for us to keep this most
sacred feast following the custom of the Jews, a people who have
soiled their hands in a most terrible outrage, and have thus polluted
their souls, and are now deservedly blind. Since we have cast aside
their way of calculating the date of the festival, we can ensure that
future generations can celebrate this observance at the more accurate
time which we have kept from the first day of the passion until the
present time.

4. Mnogv toivov €6Tm DUTV KooV petd tod €xBictov 1@V Tovdainy
OyAov. eineopey yop mapd Tod cTiipog ETEPav 660V, TPOKELTUL
dpopog T lepwtatn MUV Opnokeiq Kol VOUILOG Kol TPET®Y. TOVTOV
CLULPOVAOC AvTIAauPavopevol T aioypdc EKeivg E0VTONG
GULVEIONCEWMG ATOCTACOUEY, AOEAPOT TIUIDTOTOL.

4. Therefore have nothing in common with that most hostile people,
the Jews. We have received another way from the Savior. In our holy
religion we have set before us a course which is both valid and
accurate. Let us unanimously pursue this. Let us, most honored
brothers, withdraw ourselves from that detestable association.

5. €oTL yap 0G GANODS dToTMTATOV EKEIVOVG QVYETV, MG (POl TAPEKTOC
TG aVT®V S10acKoAi0G TODTO PLAGTTEY OVK ginpev ikavol. Ti 0&
@povelv dpBOV €kelvol SuVGOVTAL, OT LETA TIV KLPLOKTOVIOY TE Kol
TOTPOKTOVIOY EKEIVIV EKOTAVTEG TMV PPEVAV dyovTol OV AOYIGUE TV
GAL Opuf] dKataoyETm, 6N & av adTovg 1 EUPLTOG AVTAV ATTdyT
pavio; Ekeibev Toivoy kav To0T® T@ uépet TNV AANBeay oy OpdGLY,
¢ del KOTO TO TAEIGTOV ATOVG TAAVOUEVOVS AVTL TG TPOGTKOVOTG
EMavoplOGE®S &V T® a0t £T€1 SEVTEPOV TO TAGKO EMITEAETV.

5. It is truly most absurd for them to boast that we are incapable of
rightly observing these things without their instruction. On what
subject are they competent to form a correct judgment, who, after that
murder of their Lord and patricide lost their senses, and are led not by
any rational motive, but by an uncontrollable impulsiveness to
wherever their innate fury may drive them? This is why even in this
matter they do not perceive the truth, so that they constantly err in the
utmost degree, and will celebrate the Feast of Passover a second time
in the same year instead of making a suitable correction.

6. Tivoc oDV yaptv TovToIg EMOpEda, 0B Setviiy TAEVIY VOGETY
wpoAdYNVTOL, SELTEPOV YOP TO TACKO €V EVI EVIANT® OVK (v TOTE
TOLEY AveEoueba. AL’ €l kol Tadta T TPOVKELTO, TIV DUETEPAY
ayyivolay &ypfv Kai d10 omovdTig kal 61" ebyfg Exev mavToTE €V

6. Why then should we follow the example of those who are
acknowledged to be infected with serious error? Surely we should
never allow Easter to be kept twice in one and the same year! But even
if these considerations were not laid before you, you should still be
careful, both by diligence and prayer, that your pure souls should have




uNdevog OLOOTNTL TO KaBapOV TG UETEPAS YOYTS KOWMVETV dOKETY
avOpoOTeV £0E01 TOYKAK®V.

nothing in common, or even seem to do so, with the customs of men
so utterly depraved.

7. I1pd¢ T00TO1G KAKEIVO TAPESTIV GLVOPEY, MG £V TNAMKOVT® TPAYUATL
Kol Towvtn Opnokeiag £0pti dapaviay DTAPYEW 0TIV AOEDTATOV.

7. This should also be considered: In a matter so important and of such
religious significance, the slightest disagreement is most irreverent.

8. piav yap nuiv v tig fuetépag Ehevbepiag fUEPay, TOVTEGTIV TNV
70D ay1oTdTov Tahovg, 6 MUETEPOG TUPESMKE GOTHP, KOi picv Etvol
v kofolknv antod kkAnciov Befovintar, Nig i kol To pdiiota gig
TOAAOVG KOl 1apOPOVE TOTOVE T HEPT dtpNTaL, GAL duwc Evi
TveOLTL, TOLTESTL T® Oeiw PovAnuatt, BGAmeToL.

8. For our Savior left us only one day to be observed in remembrance
of our deliverance, that is the day of his most holy passion. He also
wished his catholic church to be one; the members of which are still
cared for by one Spirit, that is by the will of God, however much they
may be scattered in various places.

9. AoywedoBm &’ 1 tiig LueTEPO OG10TNTOS Ayyivold, OTMG E0TI dEVOV
TE KOl AMPETES KATA, TAG AVTAG NUEPAG ETEPOVS UEV TATG VNOTEIONG
ooAALELY, £TEPOVG 0€ cLUTTOGLO EMITEAETY, KOl PETA TOC TOD TAGYO
Nuépag GAAOVG HEV <€v> £optaig kal avéoeoty Eetalectat, dAlovg o
Tig MpLopévalg €kdeddsbat vioteiang. 610 ToDTO YOOV TG
TPOCTKOVONG EMavoPODGE®S TUYETY Kol TPOg piay dlatdnmoty
GryeoBan todto 1) Ogia Tpdvola BodreTar, g Eymye dmavtag yodpon
GUVOPQ.

9. Let the good sense consistent with your sacred character consider
how grievous and inappropriate it is, that on the same days some
should be observing fasts, while others are celebrating feasts; and after
the days of Easter some should celebrate festivities and enjoyments,
while others submit to appointed fastings. For this reason Divine
Providence directed that we put into effect an appropriate correction
and establish uniformity of practice, as | suppose you are all aware.

10. 60ev €nedn Todt0 oVTMG EMavopBovdchal TpooT|KeY, MG UNOEV UETA
70D TV TOTPOKTOVMV TE Koi KUPLOKTOVOY EKetvmv EvBoug sivorl
Kowov, £0T1 1€ TAEIG eVTTPEnNG, v dmooal ai TOV SLTIKAV T€ Kol
peonuUPPV@AV Kol GpKTO®V THG 0IKOVUEVIG UEPADV TOPAPVALTTOVCY
gkrAnoion kai Tveg TV Katd TV £Qav TOTOV, 00 Evekey &l ToD
TapOVTOG KAADG ExELV AmavTEG YNOAVTO, Kol adTOG 08 Tf| DUETEPQ
ayywolig apécev HesyOUNy, v’ émep &’ av Katd TV 1OV Popaiov
oy Tradiav te kal Aepikny, dracav Aiyvrtov, Zraviog, [ailiog,
Bpettaviag, Apoag, 6Anv ‘EALGda, Aclaviv T dloiknowy Kol
Movtikny kot Kihikioy g kol copedve QUAGTTETOL YVOUT|, AOUEVOS
ToDTO Kol 1 VUETEPQ TPOGOEENTUL GUVEGLS, Aoyilopévn (g 0D UOVOV
mAelov 0TIV 0 TAV KATA TOVG TPOEPT|UEVOVS TOTOVE EKKANGLDV
ap1OpoS, GALY Kol G TODTO LAMGTO KOWT] TAVTAG 001DOTATOV €0TL
BovresBat, dmep Kol 6 dpiPng Adyog dmarteiv SoKel Kai ovde-

piav peta tic Tovdainv Emopkiag Eyev Kowmviay.

10. So first, it was desirable to change the situation so that we have
nothing in common with that nation of father-killers who slew their
Lord. Second, the order which is observed by all the churches of the
western, southern, and northern parts, and by some also in the eastern
is quite suitable. Therefore, at the current time, we all thought it was
proper that you, intelligent as you are, would also cheerfully accept
what is observed with such general unanimity of sentiment in the city
of Rome, throughout Italy, Africa, all Egypt, Spain, France, Britain,
Libya, the whole of Greece, and the dioceses of Asia, Pontus, and
Cilicia. | pledged myself that this solution would satisfy you after you
carefully examined it, especially as | considered that not only are the
majority of congregations located in the places just mentioned, but
also that we all have a most sacred obligation, to unite in desiring
whatever common sense seems to demand, and what has no
association with the perjury of the Jews.




11. "Tvo 0€ TO KEPUAUMOIESTATOV GLVTOUMG MM, KOWT] TAVTOV TjpeCE
KpiGEL TNV AyIOTATNV TOD TAoY0 £0PTNV M Kod T adTh NUEPQ
ovvteleicOat. oVSE yap mpémet &v TolanTn AytdTTL Elvad TIvol
Srapopdy, kai kdAlov EnecOou Tf Yvoun todT, &v 1) 00depio Eotat
aAlotpiog mhdvng kai apoaptipatog Expiéio.

11. But to sum up matters briefly, it was determined by common
consent that the most holy festival of Easter should be solemnized on
one and the same day; for it is not at all decent that there should be in
such a sacred serious matter any difference. It is quite commendable to
adopt this option which has nothing to do with any strange errors, nor
deviates from what is right.

12. Tovtmv odv obtwg xdvimv, dopévag déyecOe Thv ovpaviay yépv
kol Ogiov ¢ GANOGC EvioAnv: wiv yop 6 TLo° &v &V TOIC Ayiolg TV
EMOKOTOV GLVESPIOIC TPGTTNTAL, TOVTO TTPOG TNV Oeiay PovAncty Exet
TNV AvaQopdy. 610 Taot Tolg AyomnToig UMV AdEAPOTG ELPaVIGOVTEG
T4 TPOYEYPAUUEVA 10N Kol TOV Tpogpnuévov Adyov Kal TV
TOPATPNOWV THS AYIOTATNG UEPS VTodEXEcOal Te Kal dlatdTTeY
ooeirete, tva Emeldav Tpog TV mhAot pot ToBovpévny TG VUETEPAG
dlobécemg dyv dpikopat, &v g Kol T a0Tii fuépa v ayiav pued’
VUGV EoptnVv Emterécat dSuvnod Kol Tavioy Evekev pued’ LUV
€000KNo®, GLVOP®Y TNV SLoPOAKTV ®UOTNTA V7O THG Oglog duvdpemg
S TV Nuetépv Tpdemv avnpnuévny, dxpalobone Taviayod g
NUeTEPOC TioTEMC KOl €lpNvNG Kol Opovoiag. 0 Bg0g LUAGS d10LAGEOTL,
adeApol dyamnToi.

12. Since these things are consistent, gladly receive this heavenly and
truly divine command. For whatever is done in the sacred assemblies
of the bishops can be traced to divine will. Therefore, once you have
demonstrated the things which have been prescribed to all our beloved
brothers, it would be good for you to make public the above written
statements and to accept the reasoning which has proved itself to be
sound, and to establish this observance of the most holy day. In this
way, when | arrive to check on your condition, which I have desired
earnestly for some time, | will be able to celebrate the sacred festival
with you on one and the same day, and will rejoice with you for all
things, as | see that through our efforts divine power is frustrating
Satan’s cruelty, and that your faith, peace, and unity are flourishing
everywhere. May God preserve you, beloved brothers.
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