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The documents that survive from this early period are difficult to date or even to place in order. At some
point early on, however, it seems that Arius sent the letter below to Alexander to clarify in writing what he
did and did not teach. Already he has a following in Egypt, and he is able not only to say “This is our
faith,” but to append the names of 5 presbyters/priests, 6 deacons, and several bishops.

A portion of the creed given in this document is quoted also by Eusebius of Caesarea in his letter to
Alexander of Alexandria (Dok. 9). Lewis Ayres points out the difficultly in dating this document: “The
question here turns on whether or not one reads this letter as conciliatory! (Nicaea and its Legacy, 17 n.
16). Rowan Williams (4rius: Heresy and Tradition, 96) notes that the similarity of the creed to the creed
of the council of Antioch (Dok. 20) supports the claim of Arius that he is drawing on earlier statements of

faith and teaching.

The letter has been preserved both by Athanasius and Epiphanius with only minor differences. The text
given below is from AW 3.1:12-13 as edited by H.-G. Opitz. He provides the concluding greeting from
the Panarion since the De synodis omits it (AW 2:244). Hilary gives a Latin translation of the creed twice
(also without the concluding greeting) in his De Trinitate 4.12-13 and 6.5-6. The translation is that of G.
Thompson (See also D. Robertson in NPNF? 4:458).
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Athanasius, De Synodis 16.2-5. (AW 2:7:243-
4)

2. Moxopio mémg Koi Emokon® uadv
"AreEavdpp oi TpecPfoutepot kai ol didkovol v
Kupim yoipewv.

2.The priests and deacons to our blessed father and
bishop, Alexander; greetings in the Lord.

"H mioTig UGV 1 €k Tpoydvev, fiv Kol dmd
oD PePOONKAUEY, LOKAPLE TATA, EGTLV AVTN:
oidapev &va Bedv, Lovov ayévvntov, Lovov
aidov, poévov avapyov, povov aAndivov,
uévov abavaciov &yovta, LOVOV GOEOV, LOVOV
ayabov, povov duvaoTny, TAVIOV KPLTHy,
S10IKN TNV, 0IKOVOLOV, BTPETTTOV KOl

Our faith from our forefathers, which also we learned
from you, blessed father, is this: We acknowledge
One God, alone unbegotten, alone eternal, alone
without beginning, alone true, alone having
immortality, alone wise, alone good, alone sovereign,
judge of all, governor, and provider, unalterable and
unchangeable, just and good, God of the Law and the
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avaAiloimtov, dikaiov Kol dyaddov, vopov kol
TPOPNT®V Kol Kovilg S1odnKkng Tobtov Ogov
YEVVIGAVTA VIOV LOVOYEVT] TTPO YPOVEOV
aioviov, 31 o kol Tovg aidvog kai T SAa
TMEMOINKEG, YEVVIOAVTO O 0V dOKNGEL AAAL
aAnOeiq, dmoothcavta idim Oernquott
GrpettTov Kol AvaAroimtov kticpo tod Bgod
TEAELOV, AAL" 00Y OC &V TAV KTICUATOV"

Prophets and the New Testament; he begot an only-
begotten Son before time and the ages, through whom
he made both the ages [Heb 1:2] and all that was
made; who begot him not in appearance, but in
reality; and that he made him subsist at his own will,
unalterable and unchangeable, the perfect creature of
God, but not as one of the creatures;

3. yévvnua, GAL" 00y ¢ &V TV YEYEVVIUEVDV,
008" ¢ OvaAevTivog TPofoAny O yévvnua
10D TATPOG £0YUATIOEY, 00O MG Maviyaiog
UEPOC OLO0VGIOV TOD TOTPOG TO YEVVIULOL
gionynoato, ovd’ g ZaPéliiog TV povada
Stapdv viomdropa gimev, 00d” d¢ Tépakac
Aoyvov amo Adyvou §| dg Aaprada gig 300,
000¢ TOV Ovta TpdTEPOV VaTEPOV YEVVNOEVTA T
Emktiofévta gig vidv, OC Kol GV aVTOG,
LLOKAPLE AT, KOTO LESTV TNV EKKANGIOY Kol
&v ouvedpi® TAELGTAKIC TOVG TODTA
€loNYNCAUEVOVG AN YOPEVTAG, GAA" DG PapEeY
Oedqpuatt Tod Bgod TPo YPOVAV Kol TPO
aidvev kTicdéva kol o (v ko T glvar mapdl
7oL TOTPOG EIANEOTA KO TOC dOENC,
GLVLTOGTNOOVTOG OOTH TOD TATPOGS.

3. offspring, but not as one of the other things
begotten; nor as Valentinus pronounced that the
offspring of the Father was an emanation; nor as the
Manicheans taught that the offspring was a one-in-
essence-portion of the Father; nor as Sabellius,
dividing the Monad, speaks of a Son-Father; nor as
Hieracas speaks of one torch [lit] from another, or as
a lamp divided into two; nor that he who existed
before was later generated or created anew into a Son,
as you yourself, O blessed father, have often
condemned both in church services and in council
meetings; but, as we say, he was created at the will of
God, before time and before the ages, and came to
life and being from the Father, and the glories which
coexist in him are from the Father.

4. 00 yop 6 ToTnp SoVG AVTA TAVTOV TV
KAnpovopiay E6TEPNGEY EAVTOV OV AyEVVATMG
&yl &v EauT® TTyn Yap 0Tt mivT®V. BoTeE
Tpelg elo vmooTdoelS. Kol O pev Bedg aitiog
TAV TAVTOV TUYYXAVOV EGTIV GVapYOC
LOVATOTOG, O 8& VIOG AYPOVMG YeEVVNOELS VIO
oD TOTPOG Kol PO vV KTIohelg kol
OepeMbeic vk v Tpd ToD YevvnOfval, GALM
aypOveg TPoO TAVTOV YevvnOeig uoévog Ko Tod
TATPOG VTESTY]. OVOE VAP 0TIV Aid10G T
oLVaidlog §j cuvayEVYNTOG T® TaTpl, 0VOE G
¢ TaTPl TO £tvon EYEL, HC TVEG AEYOVGL T
TPOG TL 6VO AYEVVITOVG APy g eloT YOO EVOL,
AL OC HOVAG Kol apyT TAVTOV, 0VTOE O 00
PO TAVT®V €0Ti. 310 Kol PO Tod viod €Ty,
¢ Kol Topd oD PENAINKOUEY KATH LECT|V
NV €kkAnoiov knpvéavtog.

4. For when giving to him [the Son] the inheritance of
all things [Heb 1:2], the Father did not deprive
himself of what he has without beginning in himself;
for he is the source of all things. Thus there are three
subsisting realities. And God, being the cause of all
that happens, is absolutely alone without beginning;
but the Son, begotten apart from time by the Father,
and created and founded before the ages, was not in
existence before his generation, but was begotten
apart from time before all things, and he alone came
into existence from the Father. For he is neither
eternal nor co-eternal nor co-unbegotten with the
Father, nor does he have his being together with the
Father, as some speak of relations, introducing two
unbegotten beginnings. But God is before all things
as monad and beginning of all. Therefore he is also
before the Son, as we have learned also from your
public preaching in the church.




5. k000 oDV mapd Tod Og0d TO elvon Exet koi
Tag 06&ag Kal TO Ny kol T ThvTo, anT®d
napeddin, Kotd TodTO ApYN AOTOD £0TIV O
0gdc. dpyetl yop ovtod i¢ 00g avTod Kol Tpo
adTod V. &l 8¢ 10 “EE avTods” Kol TOV “dk
YooTpOS” Kal TO “ék ToD TaTpog EENABOV” Kai
KOG O PHEPOG aHTod OUOOVGIOL Kol MG
pofoirn VIO TVeV Voeital, | chvheTog EoTal O
AT P KOl S1oPETOG Kol TPETTTOC KOl CALLOL
Kot o0TOUG Kol TO 660V €’ adTOIG TAL
axoAoV00, cOUATL TACKWOV O AohUATOG OEDC.

5. Therefore he thus has his being from God; and
glories, and life, and all things have been given over
to him; in this way God is his beginning. For he is
over him, as his God and being before him. But if the
expressions “from him” [Rom. 11:36] and “from the
womb” [Ps. 109:3 (LXX), 110:3 English] and “I came
from the Father,” and “I have come” [John 16:28], are
understood by some to mean that he is part of him
[the Father], one in essence and as an emanation, then
the Father is, according to them, compounded and
divisible and alterable and material, and, as far as
their belief goes, the incorporeal God endures a body.

Epiphanius, Panarion (GCS 37: 159).

‘Eppdcbai og &v kupie edyoual, pokdpie
nama. Apelog, "AgBalfic, “Ayxliede,
Kaprdvng, Zapudrtog, "Apelog Tpecfutepot.
dudcovor Evlmiog, Aovkiog, "Todvhiog, Mnvag,
‘EALGS0g, T'dioc. émickomol ekodvoog
[Tevtamorewc, Ocswvag Aipug, [Tiotdc [ov
katéotnoayv gig " Ale&dvopeiay ol Apelavoi].

6. [ pray that you fare well in the Lord, blessed father.
Arius; the priests Aethales, Achilles, Carpones,
Sarmatas and Arius; the deacons Euzoios, Lucius,
Julius, Menas, Helladius, and Gaius; the bishops
Secundas of the Pentapolis, Theonas of Libya, and
Pistus whom the Arians [later] set up [as bishop] at
Alexandria.
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