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Although some Arian supporters left Egypt in the early years of the controversy, others remained and
Arius decided he and the other dissident presbyters should continue to lead services for their people. The
Melitians had already been doing so for a decade or more, but Arius seems to have wished to avoid being
seen as copying their example without ecclesial permission. Therefore, he wrote to some of the
Palestinian bishops who supported him and asked for their approval (§11 below). Sozomen records that a
council was held in Palestine that approved his request—with a caveat, however. He was to continue to
served under the authority of Alexander and do all that he could to heal the breach that had developed.

The Greek text below is taken from the edition of Bidez and Hansen, Sozomenus: Kirchengeschichte
(GCS 50; Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1960), 34-35. The translation has been adapted by Aaron West from

that of C. Hartranft in NPNF? 2:252.
This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

11. i¢ 82 o0&V fTTOV TTAPH YVAOUNY ADTOIC
gympet 1 orovdn AreEavdpov pn glkovtog,
npecPederar 6 "Apelog mpog [Taviivov tov THpov
éniokomov kai Evcéfiov tov Hapeilov,
gmtponevovta TV ékkAnciov tig &v [odaiotivy
Kawsapeiog, kai Hatpdpiiov 1ov Zkvbomdrewd,
kol €Eotel dpa Tolc Gpe’ avTov EmTpanijval
EkkANno1alew Tov puet’ oantod Aadv, d¢ TpodTEPOV
Vv T@V TpecPutépv TAEV EMEYOVTOC.

Since Alexander was not willing to give way in his
zeal for the correct understanding of God, Arius
sent messengers to Paulinus, bishop of Tyre, to
Eusebius Pamphilus, who presided over the church
of Casarea in Palestine, and to Patrophilus, bishop
of Scythopolis. He solicited permission for himself
and for his adherents, as they had previously
attained the rank of priests, to form the people who
were with them into a church.

12. givon yap E0o¢ &v AdeEavdpein (addmep kai
viV) évOg GVTog TOD KATO TAVIMV EMGKOTOV TOVG
npecPutépoug 161 Tag EkkAnocing Kot e Kol
TOV €v a0Toic AadV GuVAyeLy. ol 08 dua Kol
dAlo1g Emokomorlg &v [alastivy cvverfovTeg
Emeymoicavto i) Apeiov aitnoet,
TOPUKELEVGALLEVOL GUVAYELY HEV ODTOVG MG
TPOTEPOV, DTTOTETAY O 6€ AleEdvOpm Kol
avtiPolelv del Tiic TpOg adTOV ElpHVNG Kol
KOW®VioG LETEXEWY.

12. For it was the custom in Alexandria, as it still is
in the present day, that all the churches should be
under one bishop, but that each priest should have
his own church, in which to assemble the people.
These three bishops, concurring with the others
who were assembled in Palestine, granted Arius’
petition. They permitted him to assemble the
people as before, but commanded Arius to submit
to Alexander and to continually strive to be
restored to peace and fellowship with him.
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