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This letter from Arius to his supporter Eusebius of Nicomedia was dated by Opitz to the very beginning of the controversy in Alexandria c. 318, since it was
about then that Eusebius left the bishopric of Berytus to become the bishop of Nicomedia. However, the more recent study of this material by Stead and others
has pointed out that the letter clearly shows that not only Arius but several Syro-Palestinian bishops had already been condemned, and further claims that
nearly “all those of the East” agree that the Father pre-exists the Son (§2). This all points to a period when the controversy was already in full swing
throughout the easter Mediterranean, but a more precise dating is impossible. To compare this document with other lists of sympathizers with Arius, see

the Arian map.

Note that at the end of section 3 the texts of both Theodoret and Epiphanius have Arius as confessing that the Son is np0 aidveov TAnpng Bedg, Lovoyevic,
avaAiloimtog — “before the ages, full God, the only-begotten, unchangeable.” Since this would seem to contradict Arius’s understanding, we have followed
Opitz (AW 3.1.1:3), Heil (AW 3.1.3:91), Stevenson (New Eusebius, no. 283) and Hanson (Search, 6) in filling this out to be a reference to John 1:14, thus
reading mAfpng xaprrog kot oAndetog, “full of grace and truth”.

The Greek text below is that of Parmentier and Scheidweiler, Theodoret. Kirchengeschichte, 2nd edition (GCS 44; Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1954), 25-26.
The English translation is by Glen Thompson. See also that of B. Jackson in NPNF2 3:41.
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Theodoret, HE. 1.5

Epiphanius, Panarion 69.6

1 Kvpio mobsvotdre, dvOpmnm 0o, Totd,
0pB0d6E® Evoefin Apelog 6 d1mrduevog VIO
AleEavopov tod Tama Adikmg d1d TNV TavTa
vikdoav GAf0stoy, Tic kol o Drepacmilelg, &v
Kupio yoipewv.

1. To that most beloved man of God, the faithful
and orthodox Eusebius, from Arius, unjustly
persecuted by father Alexander because of the all-
conquering truth which you, Eusebius, also are
defending!

1. Kvpiep mobevotdrte, avOpmng Beod,
mot®, 0pB0d6EW Evcefin Apelog 6
dtwkopuevog Vo Ale&dvopov Tod mhmo
AdiKmG d10 TNV TAvTo Vikdoov dAn0eiay,
N¢ xoi oV VrepacTilelc, &v kupi yoipety.

To¥ Tatpog pov Appmviov Epyopuévon &ig v
Nikopndeiav, ebAoyov dpelopevov Epavn
nmpocayopedoai o 61" adTod Opod TE Kol
vrouvijoat TV ELEUTOV 6oV Aydmny Kol dtibeoty,
fiv &xeig gig Tovg adeAovg i TOV B0V Kal TOV
Xp1otov avto, &t ueydimg Ui Ekmophel kol
EKOIDKEL Kol TAVTA KAAW®Y KIVET kof’ UdV 6
Emiokomog, Mote kal Ekd1MENL AG €K THG TOAEMG
g AvBpdTOLg ABE0VC, EMELDT OV GUUPOVODUEV
avT@ onpocig Aéyovtt “Asl Oedg, del viog: Guo
TaThp, Gpo viog: GuVLTAPYEL AYEVWAT®G O VIOC T®
0ed, delyeving 0Ty, AyEVVNTOYEVIG €0TIV: OVTE
gmvoiq ote ATOU® TV TPOdyEL O Bg0g TOD

vioD- del Bedg, del viog: €€ avtod £ott ToD Beod O
viog.”

Since my father Ammonius is going to
Nicomedia, it seemed reasonable and proper to
greet you through him, remembering at the same
time the innate love and affection which you have
for the brothers on account of God and his Christ,
because the bishop [Alexander] is severely
ravaging and persecuting us and moving against
us with every evil. Thus he drives us out of every
city like godless men, since we will not agree with
his public statements: that there was “always a
God, always a Son;” “as soon as the Father, so
soon the Son [existed];” “with the Father co-exists
the Son unbegotten, ever-begotten, begotten
without begetting;” “God neither precedes the Son
in aspect or in a moment of time;” “always a God,
always a Son, the Son being from God himself.”

Tob moTpdg Lov Apu@viov €ig v
NiKopiSelay 0pIKOLEVOD, EGAOYOV Kot
opelldpevov Epdvn Tpocayopedoai og o’
a0ToD, OUOD TE Kol DITOUVT|GOL TNV EUEVTOV
G0V dydmny kai 160y, fiv Eyxeig Tpog
TOVG AOEAPOVG d10 TOV B0V Kal TOV
Xplotov avtod, OTt peydimg ubg Exmophel
Kol Sudket kot oy Kakov Kvel kad’ fudv O
€MioKOTOG, BhoTe EKNMEN NUAG €K THg
TOAE®G MG AvOpmdmoVg AB€oVg, Emeldn| oV
ovpPOvoiuey onT@d dnuoocig Aéyovtr “Asei
0gb¢, del vidg Gua Tatnp, dua

VIOG GVVLTTAPYEL 6 LIOG AyevwNTOC TA O,
BELyEVG, GyevITOYEVNC, 0BT €mvoiq, obT’
aTou® Tvi Tpodyet 0 B0g ToD viod- del
0e0¢, del viog, €€ avtod Tod B0 O VidE.”

2. kai €neldn EvcéPiog 6 adehpdc Gov 6 &v
Katsapeig kol O@coootog kol [TavAivog kol
ABavéoiog xai I'pnyoprog kai Aétiog Kol mévteg ol
Kot TNV AvatoAny Aéyovaty 6t Tpoimdpyet O
0e0g T0D vioD Avapyws, avabepa £yévovto, diya
uévov drroyoviov kol EAlavikod kai Maxoapiov,
AvOPOTOV APETIKDY AKATNYATOV, TOV VIOV

2. Since Eusebius, your brother in Caesarea, and
Theodotus, and Paulinus, and Athanasius, and
Gregory, and Aetius and all those in the East say
that God pre-exists the Son without a beginning,
they have been condemned, except for
Philogonius and Hellenicus and Macarius,
unlearned heretics some of whom say that the Son

2. kai énedn EvceéPiog 6 aderpog cov év
Katsopeig, koi @co0doctoc, kai ITowAivoc,
kol ABavaciog, koi I'pnyodprog, kai Aétiog,
Kol TAVTEG Ol KOTA TNV GVATOATV Aéyouoty
Ot Tpoimapyetl 6 B0 Tod VIOD AvapY®G,
avdaBepo Eyévovto, diya Oraoyoviov kai
‘EAhovikod kai Makapiov, avOpodrmv




Aeyovtov ol pév €puynv, oi 8€ mpoPoinyv, oi d&
GUVAYEVVITOV.

was “spewed out,” others that he was an
“emanation,” still others that he was “jointly
unbegotten.”

APETIKAV AKATNYNT®V, TOV VIOV AEYOVTOV
ol HEv €puyny, ol 0& TpoPfoAny ayévvnTov.

3. Kai ToVTeV TV doefeldv ovdE diodoat
duvaueba, £av poupiovg Bavatovg HuUiv Eramedoy
ot aipetwkol. ‘Hpelg 0¢ 11 Aéyopev kol ppovoduev
Kol €010y kal d1ddckopey; Tt 6 VIOG OVK
£6TIV AYEVYNTOC ODOE HEPOG BYEVVITOL KOT® 0VIEVAL
TPOTOV, 0UTE €€ VTTOKEUEVOL TIVOC, GAN’ &TL
OeAquatt kol BovAf] VEoTN TPO YPOVOV KOl TPO
oidVOV TARPNG <xaptTog Kat oAndetoc>, goc,
LOVOYEVNG, AVOALOI®TOC

3. We are not able to listen to these kinds of
impieties, even if the heretics threaten us with ten
thousand deaths. But what do we say and think
and what have we previously taught and do we
presently teach? — that the Son is not
unbegotten, nor a part of an unbegotten entity in
any way, nor from anything in existence, but that
he is subsisting in will and intention before time
and before the ages, full <of grace and truth,>
God, the only-begotten, unchangeable.

3. Kai 1o0utov 16V dogfav 006 drodoat
Suvaueda, €av popiovg Bovotovg iy
EMOTEIAMDOY 01 aipetiol. MUETg 6¢ Ti
AEyopev, Kai ppovodpev, Kot ES18GEapEY,
Kol S180oKopEV; OTL O VIOG OVK £6TLV
ayEvvntog , 000& UEPOG AYEVVITOV, KT
006éva TPOTOV, AL 00TE €€ DTOKELEVOD
TVOG AAX 6T BTt Kol BovAT] véot
Tpd YPOVOV Kol alBVEOV, TARPNS <YAPLTOC
Kol dAnOeiag>, Oe0g povoyevig,
avaAloimTog,

4 ai wpiv yevvnOi fitot ktie01] §j 0p1obf] 1
OepeMOT), o0k v+ dyévvntoc Yop ovK Tyv.
Stwkopeda dti gimopev: “Apynyv Exel 0 vViog, 0 08
0e0g avopyos €otv.” dud TovTo Srwkodpueda, Kol i
glmapev 611 €€ 00K Ovtev €otiv: oVTwg 08 eimapey,
KBTI 000 LEPOG Be0D E0TIv 00E €€ DIOKEILEVOD
TvOC. 818 ToDTO SlwKdpeda: AodV Gb 010,

4. Before he was begotten, or created, or defined,
or established, he did not exist. For he was not
unbegotten. But we are persecuted because we
have said the Son has a beginning but God has no
beginning. We are persecuted because of that and
for saying he came from non-being. But we said
this since he is not a portion of God nor of
anything in existence. That is why we are
persecuted; you know the rest.

4. xai wpiv yevvnoi, fitol kTiebi, fiTot
op1o0i, 1 Oepehwodfi, ovk fv- dyévvntog
Yap 00K Av. SrwKopEdo S Gt

gimopev- “Apyrv &gl 6 vidg, O d& Bedg
Gvapyog €otl.” d10, TodTo dlKoueda, Kol
Ot gimopey, “€€ 00K Gvtov €otiv:” 0VTOG
0¢ gimopev, “Kabott 006 pépog Beod Eotiy,
006¢ &€ Hrokeévov Tvog.” 61 TodTo
Srwropeda, AomdV Gb 0id0L.

Eppdacbai o &v Kupim eHYOUL, LEUVIIUEVOV TOV
OAMyemv UGV, cuAlovkiavioTo dAn0dc EbcéPie.

I pray that you fare well in the Lord, remembering
our tribulations, fellow-Lucianist, truly-called
Eusebius [i.e. the pious one].

€ppdobai og &v kupim edyoual,
puepvnuévov T@v OAlyemv Nudv,
cvAlovKiaviotd, dAnBdg Evcépie.
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