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64. Nikntic Kovortaviivog Méyiotog Zefactog The Victor Constantine, the Great Augustus, to
AleEAVOp® Kai 'Apeim. Alexander and Arius.

Ay pot yeyevijobar tpddesty Tovtmv, OV 1. I call God to witness, as is fitting, who is the
Epym TV xpeiay VTESTNV, ADTOV OG EIKOG TOV helper of my endeavors and the preserver of all
TOV EUOV Eyyelpnudatov fondov kol cotipa men, that [ had a twofold reason for undertaking
TOVIOV OAV €0V TO10D AL PHAPTLPAL. this duty which I have now performed.




65. TIp&dtov p&v yap v andviov tdv E0vav
nept 10 Belov drabeotv mTpog piav E€gmg cvoTOoLY
Evdoat, 6g0TEPOV OE TO TG KOWTIC 0lkoVUEVNC
oMdMO KOOATEP YOAETED TIVL TPOVLLOLT TEMOVIKOG
avakmooacot Kol cuvappocat TpodBounony.

My design then was first to bring the various
beliefs formed by all nations about God to a
condition of settled uniformity. Secondly I hoped
to restore to health the civil liberties of the empire,
then suffering under the malignant power of an

angry tyrant.

@ 61 TPOSKOTAV ETEPOV HEV ATOPPNT® Slovoiog
0000Au@d cvveroyllouny, étepov 08 1| TG
OTPATIOTIKTC ¥EpOG E€ovaia katopBodv
EMEPOUNV, €ldMG MG €l KONV dmact Toig ToD
0g0d Oepdmovo én’ gvyoic Taic Euaig oudvolay
KOTOGTN OO, Kol YNCAUnV TdV dnNpociov
TPOYUATOV ¥peio. GOVOPOUOV TAIG AmbvTmV
evoePESY YVONOIG TV LETAPOATV KOPTDOGETOL.

Keeping these objects in view, I sought to
accomplish the one by thought, which is hidden
from the eye, while the other I tried to rectify by
the power of military authority. For I was aware
that, if I should succeed in establishing, according
to my hopes, a common harmony of sentiment
among all the servants of God, the general course
of affairs would also experience a change
corresponding to the pious desires of all.

66. Maviag yap ofmovbev ovk dvektiic dracav
MV Appinv EmAafovong Kol 61d Tovg AfovA®
KOLEOTNTL THY TV NV Opnokeiav &ig
SLPOPOLE OPECELS OYICNL TETOAMUNKOTAG, TOOTHV
&y® TNV vOcov Kataoteidat fovindeig, oddepiov
Etépav aprovoay T@® Tpodyurott Oepaneiov
nvpokov, 1j €l TOV KooV TG oikovpLévng £x0pov
E€elmv, O¢ Talg iepaic LUV cuvOdoIC TNV
a0éITOV £0VTOD YVOUNY AVTEGTNGEY, EVIOVG
VUGBV TPO TNV TAOV TPOS AAAAOVG STYOVOOLVTOV
ouovolav Ponbovc dmooteilaut.

2. So when I found that an intolerable spirit of mad
folly had overcome the whole of Africa, through
the influence of those who with heedless frivolity
had presumed to divide the religion of the people
into diverse sects, | was anxious to stop the course
of this disorder. After I had removed the common
enemy of mankind [Licinius] who had interposed
his lawless sentence which prohibited your holy
synods, I could discover no other remedy equal to
the occasion, except to send some of you
churchmen to aid in restoring mutual harmony
among the disputants.

67. Eme1on yop 1 100 potog SOVOIG Kai O TG
iepdic Opnokeiag vouog, Vo Tg ToD KpeiTTOovog
gvepyeciag olov &k Tvov TG GvoToAfg KOAT®V
€koobeic, dmacov Opod TV TavTagoATd,Euép
0EPM AQUTTHPL KATNOTPAYEY, EIKOTMOG VILAC,
domep TVAG ApynYoVg ThG TV E0vAV cwtnpiag
Vrapéev motev®v, Opod Kol Yoyfig vebpatt Kol
000oAudV Evepyeia (nTelv Erelpduny. dua yodv
T LEYAAN ViKN Kol T TV ExOpdV dAN0el
Op1uPeiq TodTo TPDOTOV EIAOUNV EpELVAYV, O ON)
TPMOTOV LO1 KOl TIUIDTOTOV AAVI®V DTAPYELY
ayoouny.

3. I naturally believed that you in the East would
be the first to promote the salvation of other
nations, since the power of divine light and the law
of sacred worship, which proceeded in the first
instance through the favor of God, from the bosom,
as it were, of the East, have illumined the world by
their sacred radiance. So I resolved with all energy
of thought and diligence of enquiry to seek your
aid. As soon as | had secured my decisive victory
and unquestioned triumph over my enemies, my
first enquiry was concerning that object which I
felt to be of paramount interest and importance.




68.1 AL, ® kodAioTn koi Ogio kpdvola, 016V oV
TG aKofg naAloV 6¢ Tiic Kapdiog avTiig Tpodua
Kaiplov fyato, TOAAD YOAETOTEPOY TV EKET
KOTOAELPOEVT@V TNV &V DUIV YryvOouévnv
dryootogiov onpoivov, ag mheiovog 1{on ta Ko
Vudg pépn Oepomeiog déecbo, mop MV TOig
dAloig v laow vapée HAmco.

4. But, O glorious Providence of God! How deep a
wound did not my ears only, but my very heart
receive when it was reported that divisions existed
among yourselves more grievous still than those
which continued in that country [Africa, i.e. the
Donatist schism]! You, through whose aid I had
hoped to procure a remedy for the errors of others,
are in a state which needs healing even more than
theirs.

68.2 drodoyilopéve on pot Ty apyrvKal TV
VO0eCTY TOVTOV Ayov gDTEANG Kol 0VdAU®dG d&ia
TG TOCANTNG PIAOVEIKIOG 1) TPOPUCIC EQPMPEOT.
domep €mi TV TH|G EMGTOANG TAVTNG AVAYKNV
gmeyBeic, Kai TpOG TNV OUOYLYOV DUDY
ayyivotov ypaopmv, v 1€ Bglav Tpdvolay
KOAEGOG AP®YOV TG TPAYLOTL, HEGOV THG TPOG
GAMAOVS DUDS ApeLoPnTiosng olov sipvng
TPOTAVLV EULOVTOV EIKOTMG TPOCAY®.

And yet, now that I have made a careful enquiry
into the origin and foundation of these differences,
I have found the cause to be of a truly insignificant
character, and quite unworthy of such fierce
contention. I feel compelled to address you in this
letter, and to appeal at the same time to your unity
and discernment. | call on Divine Providence to
assist me in the task, while I interrupt your
dissension as a minister of peace.

68.3 Omep yap 01 GLVALPOUEVOD TOD KPEITTOVOG,
&l kai peiov M Tic dpopun dtyovoiag, 0O
YOAETRS v 10LVNONY, 0cialg TAGV AKOLOVT®V
yvopog £yyepilov tov Adyov, &ig 10
YPNOUDTEPOV EKAGTOV LETAGTT|COL, TOVTO,
HIKpag kol Alav €0TeEA0DG ApopTig DTTOPYOVLONG,
1} TpOG 10 6Aov Eumodav ioTatal, TMG OVK
€0YEPESTEPAV KOl TOAAD PASIOTEPAV LOL TOD
TPAYUATOG TNV EXAVOPOMGTY LVNGTEVGEL,

5. I have hope for success: Even in a great
disagreement I might expect with the help of the
higher Power, to be able without difficulty, by a
judicious appeal to the pious feelings of those who
hear me, to recall them to a better spirit. How can |
help but to expect a far easier and more speedy
resolution of this difference, when the cause which
hinders general harmony of sentiment is
intrinsically trifling and of little importance?

69.1 MavOdavm toivuv ékeibev vrfjpyOot T0D
TopOVTOg (NTNHATOG TV KoTofoAny. dte yap oV,
O AMEEavSpe, mopd TV TpecPutépov ddtelg, Ti
ONTOTE AVTAOV EKAGTOG VTEP TVOG TOTOL TAV &V
TG VOLL® YEYPAUUEVOV LEAAOV & DTTEP LoTaioL
Tvog Tioeng pépoug Nobaveto, Mg 60, @
Apete, 1e00, dmep 1 RO apyv EvBounbijvor 1y
gvboum0évta cronf] mopadodvol Tpoctikov 1y,
AmpooTTOC AvTédnKoag, 60ev Thg &v LUl
duyovoiag éyepbeiong 1 uev svuvodog Npvnon, 6
0¢ aydTatog g el Appotépoug oytobeis ek
TG ToD KOod GMUUTOC appoviag ExwpicOn.

6. I understand that the origin of the present
controversy is this. When you, Alexander,
demanded of the priests what opinion they each
maintained respecting a certain passage in
Scripture—or rather, I should say, that you asked
them something connected with an unprofitable
question—you then, Arius, inconsiderately insisted
on what ought never to have been speculated about
at all, or if pondered, should have been buried in
profound silence. Hence it was that a dissension
arose between you, fellowship was withdrawn, and
the holy people were rent into diverse factions, no
longer preserving the unity of the one body.




69.2 ovKkobV ékdtepog LUdV, €& Toov TNV
CLYYVOUNV TOPAcY®V, Omep AV DUV O
ocuvlepanwv dUDOV dikaing Tapawvt] deEdobm. Ti
0¢ ToUTO 0TIV, 0VTE EPMTAY VTEP TAV TOLOVTOV
8¢ apyfic mpootikov v, 0UTE EpOTOUEVOV
amoxpivesOot Tag yap towavtag (ntnoelg,
OmOGOG [T VOLOL TIVOC AVAYKT TPOGTATTEL GAA
avoeelodg dpyiog Epeoyela TpotiOnow &i Kol
QIAOGOQIKTIC TIVOG YOpVaGiag Eveka, yiyvolto,
Oumg dpeilopev elom TG dravoiog ykieie kol
UT| TPOYEIPMOC €1 ONOCIOG GUVOSOVG EKPEPELY,
unde Toig TAV dNUWOV AKO0IGC ATPOVONTMG
TOTEVELY.

7. And so I now ask you both to show an equal
degree of consideration for the other, and to receive
the advice which your fellow-servant impartially
gives. What then is this advice? It was wrong in the
first instance to propose such questions as these,
and also wrong to reply to them when they were
presented.

8. For those points of discussion are not
commanded by the authority of any law, but are
rather the product of an argumentative spirit which
is encouraged by the idle useless talk of leisure.
Even though they may be intended merely as an
intellectual exercise, they ought certainly to be
confined to the region of our own thoughts, and not
hastily produced in the popular assemblies, nor
unadvisedly entrusted to the ears of the general
public.

69.3 1600g Yap €0TIV EKOOTOG, MG TPAYUATOV
obt® peydAwv kol Alav dvoyep®dv dOvauy §
POG TO AKpPeg cLVISETY 1j Kat a&iov
Epunvedoat; €l 0& Kol ToDTO TIG EVYEPDC TOLETY
vouioBein, Tdécoov dNmov pépog Tod dnpov meloet;
1j Tig Taig T®V TorovTeV {nTnudtoy dipieiog
EEo Tiic Emvdvuvov TapoMcdncewg av
avTioTain;

For how very few are there able either accurately
to comprehend, or adequately to explain subjects
so sublime and difficult to comprehend in their
nature? Or, granting that one were fully competent
for this, how many people will he convince? Or
again, who in dealing with questions involving
such subtle distinctions as these can be sure he is
not dangerously departing from the truth in some
point?

69.4 00KoDV EPeKTéOV 0TIV £V TOIG TOLOVTOLS TNV
noivioyiav, tva pnmmg, | NUAV dobeveig
@VoE®G TO TPOTOOEY Epunvedoor un dSvvndEviwy,
1| T@V dxpoatdv Ppadutépa cLVESEL TPOG AKPPTH
o0 PNOEvTog KOTAANYIV EADETY 1N YOPNCavTOV,
€€ OmotéPoL ToVTMV 1| Pracenuiog Tj oyiopoTog
€lg avaykmv o dfjuog meploTain.

We ourselves may be unable, through the weakness
of our natural abilities, to give a clear explanation
of the subject before us, or, on the other hand, our
hearers understanding may prevent them from
arriving at an accurate understanding of what we
say. Lest that be the case, it is our obligation to be
sparing with our words, so that neither of these
situations will cause the people to be reduced either
to blasphemy or to schism.

70. Aomep Kol EpATNGCIS ATPOoPOANKTOG Kol
GmoKp1o1g dmpovontog fonv dAARAaig
AVTIOTOCAV £P EKATEPA GUYYVAOLTV. OVOE YA
7ePl TOD KOPLPALOL TAV &V TH VOU®
TopayyeALdTov DUV 1| THe erioveikiog éEneon
TPOPAGILG, OVOE KAV TIC VUV VTEP TG TOD 00D

9. Now forgive one another for both the careless
question and the ill-considered answer. The cause
of your difference has not been any of the leading
doctrines or precepts of the Divine law, nor has any
new heresy respecting the worship of God arisen
among you. You are really of one and the same




Opnokeiag aipeoic dvteignyOn, GAA Eva Kol TOvV
aOTOV EYETE AOYIGUOV, MG TTPOC TO TTC KOWMOVING
ocuvinua dvvachotr cuverbeiv.

judgment; and so it is fitting for you to join in
communion and fellowship.

71.1 Yudv yap &v GAAA0LG DIEP KPDV Kol
Mav EAayioT@V EIAOVEIKOVVTI®V, TOGOVTOV TOD
0e0d Aadv, OV OTO TAig VUETEPALG XEPCIV
€vBvvesbon Tpogr ke, diyovoeilv obte Tpémov ovo
dAwg Oeputov eivon moTevETAL.

10. As long as you continue to contend about these
small and very insignificant questions, it is not
fitting that so large a portion of God’s people
should be under the direction of your judgment,
since you are thus divided between yourselves.

71.2 iva, 8& pikp@® Topadelyuott TV DUETEPOV
oLVESY DTOUVICOLUL, 16TE O1ITOV KOl TOVG
(QUAOCOLOVG OTOVG MG EVI UEV GtavTeg 0dyuaTL
ouvvtifevtol, ToALGKIG 6 Eneldav &v TvL TdV
Amopacemv Pépel Slopmvdcty, &l kol T Tfig
EmMoTNUNG apeThi xopilovtat, Tf péviot
TOVOOYLOTOG EVAOCEL TAALY €i¢ AAANAOLG
OLUTTVEOVGV. €l 81 TOUTO £67TL, TMG OV TOAAY
dkadTEPOV MUAG TOVG TOD peydlov Beod
Bepamovtog KafeoTATAC £V TOLNDTY] TPOOIPECEL
Opnokeiog opoyvYov GAMALOLC Elvar;

In my opinion, it is not merely unbecoming, but
positively evil, that such should be the case. Let me
arouse your minds by the following little
illustration. You know that philosophers, though
they all adhere to one system, are yet frequently at
issue on certain points, and differ, perhaps, in their
degree of knowledge. Yet they are brought back to
harmony of opinion by the uniting power of their
common teachings. If this be true, is it not far more
reasonable that you, who are the ministers of the
supreme God, should be of one mind in the
profession of the same religion?

71.3 émoxkeydpeda oM Aoyiopd peilovi kol
mAelovi cuvécel TO pnbév, eimep dpbdg Exer A
OAlyog Kol potoiog Pty &v DUV EIAOVEIKIOG
GOEAPOVS AOEAPOIC AvTiKEIoHaL Kol TO TH|g
oLVOd0VL Tipov acePel dyovoia ympilesOo dt
NU®V, o1 TPOG AAARAOVE VIEP UIKPDY 0VT® Kol
UNSaU®dG dvayKoimy @IAOVEIKODUEY. dNUmdOT
TaDTA £0TL KOl TOdIKOAg Avoiog apuoTTovTa,
paAlov 1 i} Tdv igp€av Kol ppovipwv avopdv
GUVEGEL TPOCTKOVTAL.

Let us still more thoughtfully and with closer
attention examine what I have said, and see
whether it be right: On the ground of some trifling
and foolish verbal difference between ourselves,
should brothers assume towards each other the
attitude of enemies? Should the honorable synod
be torn in two by profane disunion, because of you
who wrangle together on points so trivial and
altogether unessential? This is vulgar, and more
characteristic of childish ignorance, than consistent
with the wisdom of priests and sensible men.

71.4 dmootduev EKOVTEC TAV OUPOAKDY
TEWPAGUDY. 0 péyag MUdV 0gd¢. 6 coTp
AmAvVTOV, KOOV 8mact 1o Mg EEETEVe: D 0D
] Tpovoig TNV éuol t@ Bepamevti] Tod
KPEITTOVOC THV GTOVSTV £l¢ TENOG EveyKElY
CLYY®PNOUTE, OTOC ADTOVG TOLG EKEIVOV O1LOVG
EUT] TPOCPMVNGEL Kol DIINPEGIQ Kol vovbeciag
EVOTACEL TPOG TNV THG GLVOIOV KOWVOViLY
gmavayoryotpt.

11. Let us withdraw ourselves with a good will
from these temptations of the devil. Our great God
and our common Savior has granted us all the same
light. Permit me, who am his servant, to
successfully bring my task to conclusion, under the
direction of his providence, that I may be enabled,
through my exhortations, diligence, and earnest
warning, to recall his people to communion and
fellowship.




71.5 émedn) yap, og Epny, pia Tig éotv v Nuiv
mioTic kol pio Tii¢ Ko Nuag aipéoewe GUVeESIC, TO
T€ TOD VOLOV TOPAYYEALLO TOTG LGV OVTOD
UEPEGV ELG piav WoyTc Tpobeaty TO GAov
ovyKAeiel, TodTo Gmep XYM &V VUV GAAAOIG
Quhovelkiov fyelpev, EneLdn un Tpog v Tod
TOVTOG VOLLOV SUVOULY AVIKEL, YOPIGUOV TVO Ko
OTAGY DUV UNdaU®dG EUTOLEIT®.

12. You have, as I said, only one faith, and one
opinion about our religion, and the Divine
commandment in all its parts imposes upon us all
the duty of maintaining a spirit of peace. Because
of this, you should not let the circumstance which
has led to a slight difference between you cause
any division or schism among you, since it does
not affect the validity of the whole.

71.6 xoi Aéym tadta, o0y d¢ dvaykalwov DG &5
Gmovtoc T AMov evnfet ki oia dNmoTé 0TIV
gketvn 1 {ftnoig cvvtifecOar. dvvatar yap Kai 1O
TG GLVOOOV TV VUiV dkepaimg cmlecat kal
pio Koi 1 a0Th KoTd TAVTOV Kotvovia tnpeicbo,
KOV TO LOAMGTA TG &V UéPEL TPOG AAANAOVE DUTY
VIEP ENOioTOV dlopmVio YEVNTAL, EXEDN UNOE
TovTeg &v dmaot TovTov fovddueda, unde pia tig
&v NUIv QOO T} Yvdun moAltedeTaL.

13. I say this without in any way desiring to force
you to a complete unity of judgment in regard to
this truly idle question, whatever its real nature
may be. For the dignity of your synod can be
preserved, and the communion of your whole body
can be maintained unbroken, no matter how wide a
difference exists among you about unimportant
matters. We are not all like-minded on every
subject, nor is there such a thing as one universal
disposition and judgment.

niepi udv ovv Ti¢ Ogiog mpovoiag pio Tig v Huiv
g€otm mioTic pia ovvesig pia cuvOnKn TOD
KpEITTOVOG, 0 & VIEP TV ElaryioT®V TOVT®V
mmoewv év aAAnroig dxpiforoyeicle, kv un
TPOG piav yvaunv coppépnobe, pévewv eicwm
AOYIGHOD TPOCHKEL, TG TTig dlavoing dmoppn T
TNPOVUEVA. TO UEVTOL THG KOWT|G Q1AlaG
é€aipetov kal N T dAnOeiag mioTig 1| T€ TEPL TOV
Beov Kol TV ToD vOpoL Opnokeiay TN LEVET®D
map LUV dodAevtog: Enavéldete O mPOg TNV
AN @V eAiay te Kol ydptv, anddote T®d Aod
Ebpmavtt T0G oikelog TEPLTAOKAG, DUEIS TE aVTOl
KaOamep TAG E0VTAV Yuxdg EKKaONpavTEC 001G
GAAAOVG ETtiyvOTE. NSOV YOp TOAAAKIS G1Ailn
yiyveton petd TV tiig £x0poag dmddecty avdig gig
KatoA oy Enoverbodoa.

14. As far, then, as regards Divine Providence, let
there be one faith, and one understanding among
you, one united judgment concerning God. But as
to your subtle disputations on questions of little or
no significance, though you may be unable to
harmonize in opinion, such differences should be
confined to your own private minds and thoughts.
And now, let the preciousness of common
affection, let faith in the truth, let the honor due to
God and to the observance of his law remain
immovably among you. Resume your mutual
feelings of friendship, love, and respect. Restore to
the people their customary embraces; and you
yourselves purify your souls, as it were, and once
more acknowledge one another. For it often
happens that when a reconciliation is effected by
the removal of the causes of hostility, friendship
becomes even sweeter than it was before.

72.1 Amd30TE 0DV Ol YOAVEAGS UEV UEPOC
viKtag & apepipvous, tva kapol tig dovn
kaOapod oTog Kai fiov Aomov nodyov
€0QPOcHVN cOinTar €l 6€ un, oTévEW AvAayKn
Kol dakpvolg 61 GAov cuyyeichat kai unog Tov

15. Restore me then my quiet days, and untroubled
nights, that the joy of undimmed light, the delight
of a tranquil life, may be my portion from here on.
Otherwise I will be forced to mourn with constant
tears, and I will not be able to pass the remainder




100 (fv ai®va Tpdog veictacHol. T@V yap Tol
oD Be0D AoV, TAV GVVBEPUTOVT®OV AEY® TMV
EUAV, oUTmC Adikm kol PAaPepd TpOg dAANAOLS
QUAOVEIKIQ KEYMPIOUEVOV, EUE TG EYYOPEL TA
AOYIGU® GLVESTAVAL AOTOV;

of my days in peace. While the people of God,
whose fellow-servant [ am, are so divided among
themselves by an unreasonable and wicked spirit of
contention, how is it possible that I shall be able to
maintain a tranquil mind?

72.2 iva. 8¢ Tiig éml TovTE AOINng TV VrepPoinv
aicOncbe, Tpanyv émiotac T Nikoundémv moret
TOPOYPTILO TPOG TNV £DOAV NTELYOUNV T YVOUT).
YrehdovTt 61 pot TpOg LUAG Kol T® TAelovl Lépet
oLV VULV OvTL 1) TODAE TOD TPAYUOTOG Gryyeliol
TPOG TOEUTAALY TOV AOYIGUOV AVEXAITIGEY, Tvol un
701G 0QOaApOTC Opav dvaykacOeiny 6 unode taig
axoaig mpoarshécar Suvatov fyoduny. avoifate
oM pot Aotov €v ti] kKad DA opovoig The Edag
NV 080V, fiv Taig TpoOg AAANAoVG PrAovELKiag
amexieicote, kol ovyyopnoate Battov HUAG TE
Opod kol Tovg dAAoVG drovToag OMUOLE EMOEY
xopovTa, Kol TV VIEP THG KOG Amdvimv
opovoiog kai Elevbepioc OpetAopévny yopv £
eveN oG AdY®V cuvOn Loty OpOAOYTioOL T)
KpeitTovi.

And I will give you a proof how great my sorrow
has been in this regard. Not long ago I visited
Nicomedia, and had intended to proceed
immediately from that city to the East. It was while
I was hurrying towards you, and had already
finished the greater part of the journey, that the
news of this matter reversed my plan, so that |
would not be forced to see with my own eyes that
which I felt myself scarcely able even to hear. So
open for me by your unity of judgment that road to
the regions of the East which your dissensions have
closed to me, and permit me speedily to see you
and all other peoples rejoicing together. Render due
acknowledgment to God in the language of praise
and thanksgiving for the restoration of general
peace and liberty to all.
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