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1. Kovotavtivog Xefaotog T kaboAi ékkincig
Nucopndéwv.

Constantine Augustus to the catholic church at
Nicomedia

Tov deomdTNV B0V dNAOT| Kal cwthpa XpLoTov
axpidg aravteg iote, dyamnTol AdeApol, ToTépa TE
Kol VIOV etva, ToTépa PN Gvapyov Evev TEAoVG
yovéa tod aidvog avtod, viov 8¢, Tobt’ £6TL TNV TOD
TaTPOG fovAncty, {Tig obte 61” EvOvUNoEDG TIVOG
aveilnmron obte TPoOG TNV TMV EPymv adTod
TeAecoLpYiaY d1d TIvog E&elnTnuévng odaeiog
KatelpOn. ¢ yop toDT0 Kai voEl kol Vonoetl, o00Tog

€Eel TPOG Amav TIHmPiog YEVOS AKAUOTOV DITOUOVIV.

1. I am quite sure, beloved brothers, that you all
know well that God our Master and Christ our
Savior are Father and Son. The Father, I say,
without beginning and without end, the parent of
this age. As for the Son, he is the Father’s will,
which was not apprehended through any
consideration, nor was it claimed after its nature
was observed, in view of the perfection of its
works. Anyone who believes this to be the case,
or who will believe it, will have to untiringly
endure every type of punishment.

2. GAAQ yap 6 10D Be0D vidg Xp1oTdg 6 TdV
ATAVTOV OMovPYOS Kal Thg abavaciog avTig

2. The Son of God, Christ, the maker of all
things, and the supplier of immortality itself,




YopNYOC &yevviOn, Bcov PO THY THOTY AViKeV 7
TEMGTEVKAEY, EyevvNON — udAlov 8¢ TporjAbev
a0TOG O Kol TAVTOTE v T® TaTpl MV €Ml TNV TOV VT
avToD Yeyevnuévmv dlakdouncty — £yevvion toivov
apepioto mpoekevosl 1 yap PovAncig opod kol td
oIk TNPi® £ovtig Euménnye kol tadb’, drep
S1opOPoL déeTat TUELEING, KATO TNV EKAGTOV
TOLOTNTO TPATTEL TE KO OTOUKET.

was begotten as far as pertains to the faith which
we have believed; he was begotten, or rather he
who indeed always existed in the Father went
forth for the orderly arrangement of the things
which came into being through him; he was
begotten in a going forth which involved no
division, since the will is fixed together with its
own dwelling, and both does and manages the
things which need different attentions, according
to their different qualities.

3. 11 00V éoTt petaéd Tod Og0d Kod moTPOS Koi viod;
00OEV ONAdT]. abTn Yap 1 TV TPOYUATOV
CLUTANPOGIG aicONoel TapeiAnee TO THiC
BovAncemc TpdoTayua, ovyl 08 ueptobeicay €k Tg
10D TaTPOG 0VGiag TV fodAnoty diéatnoey.

3. And what is there between God the Father and
God the Son? Clearly nothing, since the very
completion of things accepted by perception the
command of the will, but he did not separate or
divide the will as if taking a portion from the
Father’s being.

4. 0 6¢ TovTo1g EMeTan: Tig €0Tv, O¢ ToD Xp1oTod
10D £uoD deomOTOV TAOOG d1” aidd PAAAOV
nopiov 5651ev; ap’ odv mhoyel T Oeiov, Emetdav 1
TOD GEUVOD GAOWATOG OTKNGIC TPOG ENMTYVMGLY TG
idlag aydtnrog opud, 1 vronintel Hiet 10 ToD
oOUATOC EKKEYMPIGUEVOV; Gp° oVYl Siéotnke ToDO’
Omep &k TG TOD CONOTOS APPNTOL TATEWVOTNTOC,
ovyl 0¢ {duev, Kiv Tpog Odvatov 1 Tig Youyiic
ebKAELD TO GO TPOGKOAECT|TAL;

4. And so it follows: Who is it, who has feared
the suffering of my master Christ out of shame
rather than foolishness? Then does the divinity
suffer, since the dwelling of the revered body
seeks the knowledge of its own holiness? Or was
that which was separated from the body
subjected to touch? Yet was the most humble
which was not distinct from the body deprived
of this? Do we not continue living, even if the
Glory of life should summon the body to death?

5. i totvov évtadBo 1 aPAapng te kal silkpvig
miotic GEov auePorioag kateiAngev; §j ovy 0pdc 6Tt
cepuvotaTov odpa 6 Oedg émeléforto, S’ 0D Té TG
TioTemg TEKUN PO Kol TA TG oikelag dpetiig
vrodelypata Euehiev Eupavife kal tnv o
ovykeyvpévny dAe0pie TAdvn T0D dvBpwmivou
YEVOUC AmMAEILY AmocEicacOot Kaviy T€
Opnokeioag 6106val didacKaay Kol T TG ayveiag
vrodeiypatt tag avaéiog Tod vod npaéelg kabaipery,
gmerta 0& TNV PV tod Bavatov Pdoavov Ekive, Ta
0¢ th¢ dBavaciog Emadia TpoavVUP®VELV;

5. Why then is this uninjured and pure faith
worthy of being attacked on all sides? Do you
not see that God chose a most revered body,
through which he was to show the proofs of the
faith and the examples of his own virtue, to
abolish the destruction which had already
confused the human race by a ruinous error, and
to give a new religious teaching, and to cleanse
the unworthy deeds of the mind with an example
of purity, and then to destroy the agony of death,
and to proclaim beforehand the reward of
immortality?

6. AAL’ DUETS, 0DG AoTOV AdEAPOVG 1| TH|G AYATNG
Kow@vio eikdtmg V1’ £Uod Tpocayopeveshat TolEl,

6. But you, whom the fellowship of love
reasonably makes me address you still as




0VK QYVOETTE e TOV DUETEPOV GuVBEPATOVTO, OVK
ayvoeite [44] 10 g DueTépag capiag dyvpOLLO,
o0 TV epovtida yvnoing éravipnuol, kai S’ o0
TRV NUETEPV EYOPAV 00 udvov Td AN
Katepoyeoduedo, aAAd kol (AvTag ETL TV Yoy
ocuvkafeip&apey TpOg TO TV THS erAavOpomiog
GANON wioTv Ekpavor.

brothers, are not unaware that [ am your fellow-
servant. You are not unaware of the fortress of
your salvation, whose concern I have genuinely
taken upon myself, and through whom we have
not only subdued the weapons of our enemies,
but have also bound them, leaving them alive, in
order to reveal the true, compassionate faith.

7. GAAN €y® €mi 101G AyaBoic ToVTO1G 01 TNV THG
OIKOVIEVNC LAMOTO AVAVEDGTY EXOPOV. Kal YO
Bodpatoc fv dEov aAnddc E0vn Tocadta eic
opovolav Emayayeiv, o mpo Ppaycog EAEyeTo TOV
Ogov dyvoeiv. TNV Ti Epelde yivookely Ta E6vn
TadTa, 6 o0depiav Priovelkiog ExoviprvTot
Ppovtido; Ti 00V vogite, 4depol dyommTol, Mg VudC
a0TOVG aiTidpaL; XP1oTlovol E0peV Kol oikTpd
dtabécet diyovooley.

7. I rejoice over these fortunate events especially
because of the great renewal they have brought
to the empire. In fact it was truly worthy of awe
that such nations were brought into unanimity,
which shortly before were said not to know God.
But why were the nations about to learn of these
things, who hadn’t been at all concerned about
this dispute? Why do you think, beloved
brothers, that I am accusing you of these things?
We are Christians, yet we are divided — a
lamentable condition.

8. abtn dpa éotiv N NueTépa wioTic, abtn 1) ToD
AYLOTATOL VOUOL d1dackaiio; GAAY TiC EoTv aitia
O fjv 6 Tod TapdvTog Kakod dreBpog é&eynyeptan;
® TG dtomiag, O picovg VITEPPOAT TAGNG
ayavoktnoemg puéyedog vmepPaivovoa. tig 1| Tod
Anotnpiov T0HTOL AvaTEPAVTOL SEVOTNG, | TOV TOD
0eod viov apveital €€ apepictov Tod TATPOG VGG
npoeAvOévar; dp’ ovyl Tavtayod oty 6 OgdC,
Kaitot ye TodToV mhvtote mapeivon UiV
aicOovopeda; dp’ ovyl S1d Tiig ToVTOL SuVapEDG 1)
TV AV GLVESTNKEY EVKOGLIO, KaiTtol YE TG TOD
XOPIGLOD SOCTACEWS E0TEPNTAL;

8. Is this then our faith? Is this the teaching of
the most holy Law? But what is to blame for
bringing on the destruction which has risen up
from this present evil? Alas, the great absurdity!
Alas, such an unsurpassed magnitude of
vexation I feel, which goes beyond all hatred!
How terrible is this band of robbers which has
appeared, which denies that the Son of God has
come forth from an undivided essence of the
Father! Is not God everywhere, yet do we
perceive that he is always present with us? Does
not the entire order of the universe hold together
because of this power, and yet was it not
deprived of order when this separation occurred?

9. M) obv Dpiv Tt Témpaktal; dyommTol aSedot,
katapddete vov, a&1d, T0g Pacdvoug g Tapovong
dAyndovog: dporoymTag YIS Elval TOHTOL
gmnyyélhecOe Ov (0gdv) etvor dpveicbe, ToDO Hudig
ToD TAVOLOL S1O0CKAAOL TeiBoVTOC. TKETEL®, TiG
gotv 6 d16a&ag Tadta 0UTMG diakov TAR00G;
Evcéfrog dnradn O Thg Tupavvikiic @UOTNTOG
ocoppdotne. ot yap maviayod Tod Tupdvvov
yeyévntotl Tpdoeué, moAlaydbev 6Tt Guvopav.

9. Has he done something to you? Beloved
brothers, I think you should now consider the
fundamental feature of the present pain. Did you
promise to be confessors (you deny that you are)
with this man who was persuaded you of his
ruinous teaching? I ask you, who is the person
who taught this to an honest people? Certainly
Eusebius, who participated in the tyrant’s
savagery. Many circumstances clearly show us




TODTO HEV YOp ol TOV EMOKOTOV GPAyoi
dtopaptopoval, GAAG TGV AANOGS Emokdnmy,
T0DTO 08 1 YOAET®TATN T®V XPloTIovAV EkdimEig
dtappnonv Pod.

that he was a client of the constant tyranny. The
killings of bishops — I mean true bishops — bears
witness to this, and the most relentless
persecution of Christians proclaims it explicitly.

10. 0vd&v yap mepl TOV &ic EUE YeyevnuUEVOV
BPpewv VOV épd, 81’ v, &t pdota ai Tdv
Evavtiov pepdv Enpoyuatedoavto GUVOPOUa,
00710¢ Koi OPOAALODE KATOCKOTOVG VAETEUTE KOT
€uod kal HOVov 00K EvOTAoVG T® TVPAVVE
OULVEIGEPEPEV DITOVPYIOGC.

10. I shall now say nothing about his outrageous
actions against me. At the moment when the
clash of the opposing armies was at hand, he
underhandedly sent “eyes” to spy on me, and
stopped just short of contributing armed
assistance to the tyrant.

11. pnd’ 8ué 116 0idcdw etvou TPOC THY TOVTOV
AmoOdEIEV ATapdokevov. EAEYYOG YOpP E0TLV
axpiPne, 6Tl Tov¢ TPESPUTEPOVE KOl TOVG SLUKOVOLS
tovg Evoefin mapemopévoug pavepds v’ Epuod
oLVEMiOot GuvEGTNKEY. GANY TODTA LEV TOPINLUL,
& VOV 00K AyovakTnoems Evekey, AL’ €ig EKelvaov
aioybvnv O’ €Lod TpoeviveKTal. EKEIVO LOVOV
déo1a, €xeivo drohoyilopon, dt1 vUAS Opd TPOC TNV
oD &yKANUOTOG KaAEIGOot Kotvaviay. did yap Tig
Evoefiov dywytg T kol 6106TpoPiic GLVEIONCY THiG
0An0eiog key@pPopEVNV AVELMPATE.

11. Do not imagine that I am not prepared to
prove this. There is sure proof, because it is well
known that I publicly arrested the priests and
deacons who came with Eusebius. But I pass
over these incidents, which I have introduced
not because of the irritation they caused me, but
in order to shame them. This is my only worry,
my only concern: I see that you are considered
to have participated in this offence. The
leadership and crookedness of Eusebius have
separated your consciences from the truth.

12. &AL’ Eotv 00 Ppoadeia Bepancia, €l ye Emickonov
TOTOV TE Kol AKEPaLoV ViV YoV AaPovTeg Tpog TOvV
Oeov anidnte, Omep €ml ToD maPOHVTOG &V LUV €0TL
Kol whAon Expiiv Tiic VUETEPOS Kpioewc NptTicbar, &l
un 6 Tpogipnuévoc EvaéPioc (ovv) divn tdv
oLVOYOUEV@V DT EvtadBo EAnAv0et kal TV Ti|g
TaEewc 0pHOTNTA AVALGYOVIMG GUVETETUPAYEL.

12. But this can be fixed easily enough, if finally
you will receive a faithful, undefiled bishop, and
turn your gaze back to God. This is now up to
you, and your judgment would have bound itself
to this, if that man Eusebius had not come to
Nicomedia and shamelessly disturbed your
upright practices with a turbulent crowd of
followers.

13. A émedn mepi avtod tod Evoefiov mpog v
VUETEPAY AyamNV OAlyo TpOGTiKE QpAcal, LEUVNTOL
1 vuetépa dvebikakia mi thg Nikoémv ToAewmg
yeyeviioOat chvodov, 1 kol adTdg £Y0d TPETOVTIMC Ti
TG €UTic oLVEIINGEMG AATPEIQ TOPTUNV, OVOEV
grepov Poviopevog 1 opdvolay dracty Epydcactot
Kol Tpo mhvTev EAEyEan Te Kal dmooeicaobot 10
mpdypo To0To, O TNV UEV Apynyv eidnest d1d Thg
Apeiov 100 AheEavopémg dmovoiag, iIoyVPOTOIEITO
o€ mapoypripe o1a g Evoefiov dromov te kol
0Aebpiag omovdiic.

13. But since it is not necessary to say much to
you about Eusebius himself, o loving and patient
ones, you will remember that a council took
place at the city of Nicaea at which I myself was
present, as my conscience demanded. My sole
desire was to establish complete unity, and in
particular to refute and discard this question
which began through the madness of Arius the
Alexandrian, but swiftly gained strength through
the wicked and destructive advocacy of
Eusebius.




14. 60X’ avtog ovtog Evséprog, mpoceiiéctatot kol
ToTaTol, pued’ dong vouilete cuvdpoputig dite o
V7O ThiG cLVENOEMG AT NTTOHEVOS, LeD’ domng
8¢ aioyovng T mavtoydbev Endeyuévn yevdoAroyig
oLVVIGTOTO, VIOTEUTMV PEV LOL SLAPOPOVS TOVG
a&lovvrog vIEp avTod, EEuTodUEVOC O TTap’ LoD
ovppoyioy Tvé, Ommg un &t TocovT® EAeyyOEiC
TANUUEMPOTL TG VTTaPYoDoNG adT@ TG
EkPairorto; pLapTLG £0Ti Lot TovToL O B80g VTG,
0¢ €pot te Kol DUV eriaydbmg Empévot, Enel kol
€L EKETVOC TTEPLETPEYE KOl ATTPETDS VONPTACEY, O
Kol VUETS Emyvoeche. Tavta pev yap Enpdyon
TOTE, KAOMG 0TOC £mO0EL AV OTIOVV KOKOV i THC
€0tod S1ovoing AmOKPLATOUEVOC.

14. But dearest and most honored friends, how
insistently (for his conscience had convicted
him) and how shamelessly did this man
Eusebius ally himself to this utterly discredited
falsehood! He secretly sent different messengers
to solicit me, and he asked for my support in
some degree, because he was afraid that if he
was detected in such a great a sin, he would be
expelled from his honorable office. God, may he
continue his goodness to me and to you, is my
witness of this, since Eusebius perverted my
judgment and got round me in an underhanded
way, as you also will come to know. At that
time, everything was done as he wanted, and he
concealed all his evil intentions in his own mind.

15. AA\o mpony, iva Té Aowrd Thig To0TOV
okaldTNTOC TaP®d, Ti LdALoTO PETO Bgoyviov, OV Thg
avoiog &yel Kowvmvov, d1enpaato, GKoVCATE,
TopaKoA®. ALeEovOpEng TIVAG THG NUETEPAG
miotemg dvaympnoavtag évtadbo kekelebkew
GmooToAfval, £TELON O1d TG TOVTMOV VANPEGING O
T dryovoiag Nyeipeto THPGOGS.

15. But to pass over the rest of his poor conduct,
listen now, I ask you, to what he accomplished,
together with Theognius, his accomplice in folly.
I had ordered certain Alexandrians who had left
our faith to be sent to me, because their activity
was fanning into flame the fires of disunity.

16. dAL’ obtot ol kool Te Kai dyadoi émickomot,
ob¢ Gmag 1) th)g cuvodov aANndeLn TPOC PETAVOLOY
TETNPNKEL, 00 povov Ekeivoug 1Tedé€avto Kol map’
£0Toig NoeaAicavto, GALY Kol EKovavnoay
aOTOIC TG TAV TpOTWV KakonBeiag. 610 tobto mepi
TOVG Gyopiotoug ToHTOVG EKprva TpaLal:

16. But these good, noble bishops not only
received these men and made them welcome,
but joined with them in their degenerate ways,
even after the truth of the Council had ordered
their repentance. So I decided to take action
against these ungrateful individuals: I ordered
them to be arrested and banished to the most
distant region possible.

17. aprayévtag yap avTovg EKEAEVLGO OG
ToPPOTAT® £E0P1aBTjvaL. VOV DUETEPOV €0TL TPOG
TOV 00V €xeivn i) miotel PAénery, 1} mhvtote Kol
yeyeviioOau [kai] cuvéoTtnke Kai eivon Tpémet, Ko
Sampa&achar obtmg, (tva) EMoKOTOVG Ayvog TE
Kol 0p00dOE0VE Kl PLAAVOP®TOVE EXOVTEG
yoipopev: €l 11 0 1| TPOC VUV TAV AVUEDV®OV
gketvov 1 Tpog Emarvov dmpovontwg E&apbijvor
TOAMUNGEL, Tapaypiipa. Thg idiag TOAUNG O1d. TG ToD
Bepamovtoc Tod

17. Now it is your responsibility to look to God
with that faith which is well known to have
always existed, and rightly should exist, and
take a course of action in which we may rejoice
to see that you have holy, orthodox, and kind-
hearted bishops. And if anyone foolishly dares to
praise or even to remember fondly those
corrupters, he will be restrained from his daring
by the action of the servant of God, that is to say,
by me.




Beod To0T’ EoTIv 0D Evepyeing AVOGTAANCETAL.

God watch over you, beloved brothers.
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