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64. Nwknt¢ Kwvotavtivog Méyiotog The Victor Constantine, the Great Augustus, to
Zefaotog AAeEavEpw kat' Apeiw. Alexander and Arius.

AumAdjv pot yeyevijoBatl mpdBecty TOUTWY, WV 1. I call God to witness, as is fitting, who is the
Epyw TNV XpELay VTIESTNY, AUTOV WG €KOG TOV | helper of my endeavors and the preserver of all
TOV EPDV EyxelpnUdTwy Bonbov kal cwTijpa | men, that [ had a twofold reason for undertaking

TOVT®V 0Awv Bedv ToloDpat paptupa. this duty which I have now performed.

65. [Ip@Ttov pev yap v anavtwy Tdv €6vadv | My design then was first to bring the various

Tepl T0 O€lov StdBeotv TPAGS piav EEewg beliefs formed by all nations about God to a
oVUOTAOLY EVROAL SEVTEPOV 8€ TO TH|G KOLVT|G condition of settled uniformity. Secondly I hoped
OlKOUMEVNG ODUX KABATIEP XOAETID TIVL to restore to health the civil liberties of the empire,
TPAVUALT TIEMOVN KOG AvakTiioacOal kol then suffering under the malignant power of an

ouvappoocal TpovBu V. angry tyrant.




@ 61 TTPOSKOT®Y ETEPOV PEV ATIOPPNTW
Stavolag 0¢BaApG ouvedoyllouny, Etepov 8¢
T THG OTPATIWTIKIG XEWPOG E§ovaia
katopBolv Emelpwuny, el6ws ®G el KOLVNV
amaot 101G Tol 00D Bepdmovoty €’ Ui
TG €U OPOVOLAY KATAOTNOALLLL, Kol
Nynoaunv tdv dnpocinwv Tpayuatwy xpela
oUVEPOUOV TUIG ATIAVTWY EVGERETLY YVOUALG
TNV UETAPBOAT)V KAPTIWOETAL

Keeping these objects in view, I sought to
accomplish the one by thought, which is hidden
from the eye, while the other I tried to rectify by
the power of military authority. For I was aware
that, if I should succeed in establishing, according
to my hopes, a common harmony of sentiment
among all the servants of God, the general course
of affairs would also experience a change
corresponding to the pious desires of all.

66. Maviag yap dmoubev oUkK AVEKTHG
amacav Vv A@pknyv émAaBovong kat Sux
TOUG dB0VAW KOVPOTNTL TNV TV SN HWV
Bpnoxeiav eig Slapodpous aipeoelg oxioal
TETOAUNKOTOG, TAVTNV £Y® TNV VOGOV
KataoTeidat BouAnBeic, ovdepiav eTépav
dpxovoav T¢ mpdypatt Bepameiav nUpLokov,
1} €l TOV KOOV TT]G 0lKOUUEVTG EXOPOV EEEAWV,
06 TATG lepals LUV ouVASOLS TNV ABEuLToV
€auToD Yvwunv QvTEcTnoey, Evioug VU@V PO
NV T@OV P0G AAAA0UG SLXOVOOUVTWY
opdvolav Bonboug dmooTelAatpt.

2. So when I found that an intolerable spirit of mad
folly had overcome the whole of Africa, through
the influence of those who with heedless frivolity
had presumed to divide the religion of the people
into diverse sects, [ was anxious to stop the course
of this disorder. After I had removed the common
enemy of mankind [Licinius] who had interposed
his lawless sentence which prohibited your holy
synods, I could discover no other remedy equal to
the occasion, except to send some of you
churchmen to aid in restoring mutual harmony
among the disputants.

67. Eme1d1) yap 1 1o @wTtog SUvauLs Kal 0 Tiig
lepdic Bpnokeiag vopog, VO TiG ToD
KpeitTovog evepyeciag olov £k TVWV THS
AvVaToAfic KOATIWY €kb00Eelg, amacav

OOV TNV OIKOVUEVTV 1EpD AQUTITTPL
KATNoTPAYEY, EIKOTWG VUAG, WOTIEP TIVAG
ApXNYOUS TS TGV €BvHY cwTnplag LTIEpPEeLY
TOTEVWY, Opo Kal Puyfic vevpatt kol
0@BaAL®Y Evepyela INTEY EMEpOUNV. A
yoUv Ti] peydAn vikn xat tf] T®dv £x0padv
ANl BpuBela toUto tplitov eAOUNY
€peuvay, 0 81 TPAOTOV HOL KAl TLULOTATOV
ATTAVTWV VTIAPXELV Yo unv.

3. I naturally believed that you in the East would
be the first to promote the salvation of other
nations, since the power of divine light and the law
of sacred worship, which proceeded in the first
instance through the favor of God, from the bosom,
as it were, of the East, have illumined the world by
their sacred radiance. So I resolved with all energy
of thought and diligence of enquiry to seek your
aid. As soon as I had secured my decisive victory
and unquestioned triumph over my enemies, my
first enquiry was concerning that object which I
felt to be of paramount interest and importance.

68.1 AA), ® kaAAioTn kal Ogia kpdvoLa, 01OV
Hov Tfi¢ dxofig paAAov 6¢ Tijg kapdiag aVTHg
Tpadpa kaiplov HPato, TOAAD XaAETTWTEPAV
TRV EKET KATAAELPOEVTWVY TNV €V VIV
yryvopévny Siyootaciav onuaivov, ®g
mAglovog 1161 Ta kaB' VUG pEpn Bepamelag
8éeoBal, map v Toig GAAoLg TV (oo
vTapéelv fAmLoa.

4. But, O glorious Providence of God! How deep a
wound did not my ears only, but my very heart
receive when it was reported that divisions existed
among yourselves more grievous still than those
which continued in that country [Africa, i.e. the
Donatist schism]! You, through whose aid I had
hoped to procure a remedy for the errors of others,
are in a state which needs healing even more than
theirs.




68.2 Stdoylopévw 61 pot v dpxmv Kot v
VTO0eGLY TOUTWV dyav eVTEATG Kol 0VSAURDG
a&la Tii¢ Tooav NG @LAoVELKiaG 1) TPOPAGTLS
EEwpadn. SLomep Eml TV TG £TLOTOATG
TaTNG Avayknv émeyOelg, kai Tpog v
opoYruxov VUGV dyxlvolay ypa@wy, TNV TE
Belav povoLay KaAéoag dpwyov T@
TPAYUATL LECOV TTiG TPOG AAANAOUG VUGG
dupLofnTioews olov eiprvng TpHTAVLY
EUOUTOV EIKOTWG TIPOCAY W.

And yet, now that I have made a careful enquiry
into the origin and foundation of these differences,
I have found the cause to be of a truly insignificant
character, and quite unworthy of such fierce
contention. I feel compelled to address you in this
letter, and to appeal at the same time to your unity
and discernment. I call on Divine Providence to
assist me in the task, while I interrupt your
dissension as a minister of peace.

68.3 dmep yap 61 cuvalpopévou tod
KpettTovog, i kal peilwv Qv TIg dpopur
Suyovoliag, oV YaAemg Gv nduvnOny, ocialg
TOV AKOUVOVTWV YVOUALS EYXEPLlWwY TOV
AGYO0V, €(G TO XPNOLUWTEPOV EKAGTOV
Hetaotijoal ToUTo, LKpag Kal Alav e0TedoTg
APOpUTG UTIPYOVONG, T} TPOG TO OAOV
éumodwv (otatal, TG oUK eVXEPECTEPAV KAl
TOAAD PaSlwTéPav (oL ToU TPAYHATOG THV
EMavopBwaoLy pvnotevoel

5. I have hope for success: Even in a great
disagreement I might expect with the help of the
higher Power, to be able without difficulty, by a
judicious appeal to the pious feelings of those who
hear me, to recall them to a better spirit. How can |
help but to expect a far easier and more speedy
resolution of this difference, when the cause which
hinders general harmony of sentiment is
intrinsically trifling and of little importance?

69.1 MavBavw Tolvuv £keiBev UTijpxBat ToU
TAPOVTOG {NTNUATOG TNV KatafBoAnv. 0te yop
oV, & AAEEavSpe, Tapd TGV TPEGPUTEPWV
EMtelg, Tl SNmote aVTOV EKAOTOG VTIEP TLVOG
TOTIOU TGV €V TG VOUW YEYPAUUEVWV PLAAAOV
6" UmEP pataiov Tvog INToEws LEPOUG
nobaveto, wg oy, » Apete, Teb0', Omep f) uN6¢
™V apymnv évlupunBijvar fj évBuunBévta olwmiy
Tapadotval Tpoasijkov v, ATPodTTWS
avtednkag, 00ev Tijg €v LIV Siyovolag
€yepbeiong 1 uév ovvodog pvn o, 6 &¢
AYLWOTATOG AxOG £IG AUPOTEPOUG OXLOOELS €k
Tfi¢ ToU Kool 6wUaToS apuoviag Exwpiadn.

6. I understand that the origin of the present
controversy is this. When you, Alexander,
demanded of the priests what opinion they each
maintained respecting a certain passage in
Scripture—or rather, I should say, that you asked
them something connected with an unprofitable
question—you then, Arius, inconsiderately insisted
on what ought never to have been speculated about
at all, or if pondered, should have been buried in
profound silence. Hence it was that a dissension
arose between you, fellowship was withdrawn, and
the holy people were rent into diverse factions, no
longer preserving the unity of the one body.

69.2 oVvkoUV £kATEPOG VUGBV, €€ Toou TV
OUYYVOUNV TIHPACY®V, OTIEP AV VYTV O
ovvBepamwv VPGV Sikalwg Tapawvi] de§dobw.
TL 8¢ ToUTO €0TIV; 0UTE EPpWTAV VTIEP TRV
ToloUTwV 8¢ dpyfig Tpoaoijkov v, olite
EPWTWUEVOV aToKpivesBal TAG Yap TolaTOS
Mtoelg, 0mocag Ut VOUOU TIVOS GvAyKN
TPOOTATTEL AN dvw@eroTg dpylag épeoyeiia
TPOTIONOLWY £l KAl PILAOCOPIKT|G TIVOG
yupvagiag Eveka ylyvolto, Ouws d@eilopev

7. And so I now ask you both to show an equal
degree of consideration for the other, and to receive
the advice which your fellow-servant impartially
gives. What then is this advice? It was wrong in the
first instance to propose such questions as these,
and also wrong to reply to them when they were
presented.

8. For those points of discussion are not
commanded by the authority of any law, but are
rather the product of an argumentative spirit which




elow Tii¢ Slavolag éykAsiev kal U Tpoxelpwg
elg dnuooiag ouvodoug EkPEpeLy, Pnde Talg
TOV SMUWV GKOATS ATTPOVONTWS TILOTEVELY.

is encouraged by the idle useless talk of leisure.
Even though they may be intended merely as an
intellectual exercise, they ought certainly to be
confined to the region of our own thoughts, and not
hastily produced in the popular assemblies, nor
unadvisedly entrusted to the ears of the general
public.

69.3 TOC0G Yap €0TLV EKACTOG, WG TPAYHATWY
oUTw peyaAwv kal Alav Suoxepdv SUvapw i
TPOG TO dkpLBEG oLVISEV Tj KaT diav
gpunvedoay; €l 6¢ Kol ToUTO TIG EVXEPHDS TIOLETY
vopeBein, mocoov é1mov puEpog Tol Snpov
meloey; 1) TiG TAlG TGV TOVTWV (NTNHATWY
axpfetaig EEw Tii¢ émkivdvvoy
TApoALoOoEwWS Qv dvTioTain;

For how very few are there able either accurately
to comprehend, or adequately to explain subjects
so sublime and difficult to comprehend in their
nature? Or, granting that one were fully competent
for this, how many people will he convince? Or
again, who in dealing with questions involving
such subtle distinctions as these can be sure he is
not dangerously departing from the truth in some
point?

69.4 0UK0UV £@eKTEOV £0TIV €V TOTG TOLOVTOLG
TNV oAvAoyiav, va pimwg, f} U@V dobeveia
@UOEWG TO TIpOoTABEY Epunveloal P
SuvnBévtwy, 1) TV dxpoat®v Bpadutépa
OUVEDEL TIPOG AKPLPT] ToD PN BévTog KaTaAN YLV
EAOETY U1 xwPNGAVTWY, €€ OTTOTEPOL TOUTWV 1
BAaocenuiag fj oxlopatog eig avayknv o 8fjuog
meplotaln.

We ourselves may be unable, through the weakness
of our natural abilities, to give a clear explanation
of the subject before us, or, on the other hand, our
hearers understanding may prevent them from
arriving at an accurate understanding of what we
say. Lest that be the case, it is our obligation to be
sparing with our words, so that neither of these
situations will cause the people to be reduced either
to blasphemy or to schism.

70. AdTep Kal £pWTNOLIG ATIPOPUARKTOG Kol
AamokpLoLg ampovonTog fonv AAAAALS
AVTIBOTWOY £¢' EKATEPA CUYYVWUNV. OUSE
yap mepl Tod Kopu@aiov T®V €v TG VoUW
TAPAYYEALATWY VUV 1) TG @lAovelkiag
NN TPOYUOLS, 0VEE KAV TIG VYTV UTIEP
Tfi ToU B0l Opnokeiag alpeoig dvtelonxon,
OAL' Eva Kol TOV aUTOV £XETE AOYLOUOV, WG
TPOG TO TG Kowwviag cuvOnua Suvacbal
OUVEADETY.

9. Now forgive one another for both the careless
question and the ill-considered answer. The cause
of your difference has not been any of the leading
doctrines or precepts of the Divine law, nor has any
new heresy respecting the worship of God arisen
among you. You are really of one and the same
judgment; and so it is fitting for you to join in
communion and fellowship.

71.1 Yu®v yap €v aAAA0LG DTIEP HIKPGV Kal
Alav édaxioTwv @AOVEIKOUVTWY, TOGOTUTOV
ToU 00D Aadv, OV UTIO TATG VUETEPULS XEPOLV
eVBVVesBaL TTpooNKEL SLXOVOETY 0UTE TIPETOV
000" SAwG BeULTOV lval TILoTEVETAL

10. As long as you continue to contend about these
small and very insignificant questions, it is not
fitting that so large a portion of God’s people
should be under the direction of your judgment,
since you are thus divided between yourselves.

71.2 lva 8¢ kp® Topadely Lot TV VHETEPAV
ovveotv Vopvnoatpl, (ote 81Tov Kal TovG
PLA0COPOVG AUTOVG WG EVL LEV ATIAVTES

In my opinion, it is not merely unbecoming, but
positively evil, that such should be the case. Let me
arouse your minds by the following little
illustration. You know that philosophers, though




Sdyuati ouvtiBevtal, TOAAAGKLG & EmElday £V
TWLTGV do@aoewy pépet Slapwvdoy, el kal
T THG €moTNUNG GpeTi| XwpilovTay, T HEVTOL
ToU 80YHATOG EVWOEL TTIAALY €i¢ GAANAOUG
ovpTIVEOUOLY. £l 61) ToDTO £0TL, TTAG 00 TOAAYD
Swadtepov NUAG Toug ToD peyaiov Beod
Bepamovtag KaBEoTAOTAG £V TOLXVTY
Tpoalpecel Bpnokeiag OpoPuxovs GAANA0LS
glvay;

they all adhere to one system, are yet frequently at
issue on certain points, and differ, perhaps, in their
degree of knowledge. Yet they are brought back to
harmony of opinion by the uniting power of their
common teachings. If this be true, is it not far more
reasonable that you, who are the ministers of the
supreme God, should be of one mind in the
profession of the same religion?

71.3 émokePopeda 81 Aoylopd petfovi kol
TAgloVL GUVEDEL TO PNOEY, glmtep 0pO®DG Exel SU'
OAlyas xal patalog pUaTwy €v VIV
@LAOVELKIAG ABEAPOUG ABEAPOTS AVTIKEIGO L
Kol TO TfiG ouvddou Tipov aoeBel Syyovoia
Xwpileabat 8" udv, ol TpOG AAAA0VG VTIEP
UIKP®V 0UTW Kol pNSapu®ds avaykaiwy
@UOVEIKODEY. SNUWET TaDTA €0TL KAl

oS Kals avolatg appudtrovra udAAov 1 Ti
TRV lgpéwV Kal @povipwy Gvipidv cuVETEL
TPOCNKOVTA.

Let us still more thoughtfully and with closer
attention examine what I have said, and see
whether it be right: On the ground of some trifling
and foolish verbal difference between ourselves,
should brothers assume towards each other the
attitude of enemies? Should the honorable synod
be torn in two by profane disunion, because of you
who wrangle together on points so trivial and
altogether unessential? This is vulgar, and more
characteristic of childish ignorance, than consistent
with the wisdom of priests and sensible men.

71.4 AmooT@®PEV EKOVTEG TGOV SLHBOAKEDV
TEPACTUDV. O PEYAS LDV BEOG. 0 TN P
ATAVTWY, KOLVOV ATIAOL TO OGS £EETEWVEY: V(@'
oV Tfj tpovolia Tav TV £pol 16 Bepameutij Tod
KpelTTOVOG TNV OTIOUSHV €16 TEAOG éVeYKETY
OUYXWPNOATE, OTIWG aTOVG TOUGS £Kelvou
SNpovs £ufi Tpoo@wvnoeL Kal VTnpeoia kat
vouBecoiag évataoel mpog TV Tijg cuvddou
KOLWVWVIaV EmavAyayoLyL.

11. Let us withdraw ourselves with a good will
from these temptations of the devil. Our great God
and our common Savior has granted us all the same
light. Permit me, who am his servant, to
successfully bring my task to conclusion, under the
direction of his providence, that I may be enabled,
through my exhortations, diligence, and earnest
warning, to recall his people to communion and
fellowship.

71.5 émeldn) yap, wg £@ny, pla tig £éotiv v Nutv
ToTIS Kal pla Tijg kab' Nuas alpéoewg
oUVEDLG, TO T€ TOD VOHOU TTAPAYYEALX TOTG
Suaoiv avtol pépeow eig plav Yuyiic mpdBeoty
TO 6Aov ouykAgiel, ToOTo OTIEP OALYN év LUTV
AAAA0LG @LAOVELKIOY TIYELPEY, ETIELST| UT) TTPOG
TNV 10D TavTOg VOUOU SUVAULY AVIKEL,
XWPLOUOV TVa KAl 0TAGLY VUV PnSap@dg
éumoleitw.

12. You have, as I said, only one faith, and one
opinion about our religion, and the Divine
commandment in all its parts imposes upon us all
the duty of maintaining a spirit of peace. Because
of this, you should not let the circumstance which
has led to a slight difference between you cause
any division or schism among you, since it does
not affect the validity of the whole.

71.6 kai Aéyw TadTa, ovy w6 Avaykalwv LUGS
€€ amavtog tf) Alav evn el kal ola Symoté
€atwv €kelvn 1 itnoig cuvtiBeoBat. Svvatal
yap Kal o Tijg cuvAdov Tiplov VUV dkepaiwg
ow{eoBat kai pio kal 1) a1 KATA TAVTWY

13. I say this without in any way desiring to force
you to a complete unity of judgment in regard to
this truly idle question, whatever its real nature
may be. For the dignity of your synod can be
preserved, and the communion of your whole body




Kowwvia Tnpeiobal, Kav Td HAALOTA TIG €V
UEPELTIPOG AAAAOUG DIV UTtEp €AaXlioTOU
Stapwvia yévntal, Emeldn unde mavteg v
amaot TadTov BouAdueba, unde pia tic év uiv
@VOLS T YV ToALTEVETAL

can be maintained unbroken, no matter how wide a
difference exists among you about unimportant
matters. We are not all like-minded on every
subject, nor is there such a thing as one universal
disposition and judgment.

Tepl pév ovV TG Bslag mpovoiag pio Tig év
VUV é0Tw ToTLS pla oVVESLS pia ouvBn KN TOD
kpeltTovog, & &' uTEp TAV EAayloTWV TOVTWV
Moewv &v aAANAoLg akpLBoAoyElobe, KAV pun
TPOG pioy yvwunv cup@épnode, pévey elow
Aoylopod Tpoomkel, T THG Stavolag
ATOPPNTW TNPOVUEVA. TO HEVTOL TG KOLVT|G
@Wlag €€aipetov kal 1) Tig dAnBelag ToTIG 1)
Te epL TOV BedV Kal TV ToD vopov Bpnokeiav
TLUT HEVETW Trap' VULV AOGAEVTOG EMaVEADETE
oM PO TNV GAANAWY @LALaY TE Kal xapuy,
amodote TG Aa@® EVUTAVTL TAG OlKkelag
TEPLTTAOKAG, VUETS TE aUTOL KABATEP TAG
EaUTAVY PuYag EkkabnpavTeg aBIg GAATAOUG
émlyvwte. 1)6lwv yap ToAAAKIS @Al YiyveTal
HETX TNV THG £xBpag amdBeotv adBig eig
KatoAAaymv enaveABodoa.

14. As far, then, as regards Divine Providence, let
there be one faith, and one understanding among
you, one united judgment concerning God. But as
to your subtle disputations on questions of little or
no significance, though you may be unable to
harmonize in opinion, such differences should be
confined to your own private minds and thoughts.
And now, let the preciousness of common
affection, let faith in the truth, let the honor due to
God and to the observance of his law remain
immovably among you. Resume your mutual
feelings of friendship, love, and respect. Restore to
the people their customary embraces; and you
yourselves purify your souls, as it were, and once
more acknowledge one another. For it often
happens that when a reconciliation is effected by
the removal of the causes of hostility, friendship
becomes even sweeter than it was before.

72.1 At680Te 00V ol YaANVAG Pév Nuépag
VOKTOG 8" Quepipvoug, tva kdpot Tig 116ovn
kaBapol @wTog Kal Blov Aotmdv 1joU)ov
e0@poaLVN cwinTal: i 8¢ un, oTEVEWY AVAYK
kat Saxpvolg 8t 6Aov cuyyelobal kal unde Tov
10U {{jv ai®dva Tpaws velotacBal TV yap
ToL ToD B0l Aa®dv, TGV cLVOEPATOVTWY ALY W
TV PRV, oUTWG &Sikp Katl BAaBepd Tpog
GAANAOUG PLAOVELKIQ KEXWPLOPEVWY, EUE TG
EYXWPET T® AOYLOPD CUVECTAVAL AOLTIOV;

15. Restore me then my quiet days, and untroubled
nights, that the joy of undimmed light, the delight
of a tranquil life, may be my portion from here on.
Otherwise I will be forced to mourn with constant
tears, and I will not be able to pass the remainder
of my days in peace. While the people of God,
whose fellow-servant [ am, are so divided among
themselves by an unreasonable and wicked spirit of
contention, how is it possible that I shall be able to
maintain a tranquil mind?

72.2 tva 8¢ TG £l TOV TR AVTING TNV
vmepBonv aloBnobe, Tpwnv EMOTAS TH
Nikopndéwv moAeL mapaxpfita Tpog v Ewav
NTeyounv tf] yvwun. Lmevdovtt 81) potL Tpog
VUG Kol T@® TAElovL péEpeL UV VIV GvTL N
T0U6¢e ToD Tpdyuatos ayyeAia Tpog TO
EUTaALY TOV AoyLopOV dveyaitioey, (va ur| Toig
O0@OaApNOTS Opdv dvaykacBeinv & unde talg
axoais TpoaloBeaBat SuvaTov yovunv.
dvot&ate 81 pot Aotmov év Tfj kab' vudg

And I will give you a proof how great my sorrow
has been in this regard. Not long ago I visited
Nicomedia, and had intended to proceed
immediately from that city to the East. It was while
I was hurrying towards you, and had already
finished the greater part of the journey, that the
news of this matter reversed my plan, so that I
would not be forced to see with my own eyes that
which I felt myself scarcely able even to hear. So
open for me by your unity of judgment that road to
the regions of the East which your dissensions have




opovola thg Ewag Tnv 0806V, 1)V TAlG TTPOg
AAAA0oUG @LAovelkialg dmekAsioate, kal
ovyxwpnoate Battov VUGS Te OUOT Kal Tovg
dAAovug amavtag S1poug EMISETV yaipovta, kal
NV UTIEP THiG KOWTjg ATTAVTWY Opovolag Kol
€AevBeplag 0@eAopEVTY XAPLY ETT' EDETIOLG
Adywv ouvBnpactv OpoAoyfiocal T@ KPELTTOVL

closed to me, and permit me speedily to see you
and all other peoples rejoicing together. Render due
acknowledgment to God in the language of praise
and thanksgiving for the restoration of general
peace and liberty to all.
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